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Bai bdo nay nghién cuu cach thuc ma tin tdc truyén théng vé cudc khung
hoang Phéat gido nam 1963 & mién Nam Viét Nam dong gop vao quyét dinh ung
hé mét cudc ddo chinh chéng lai Téng théng Ngé Binh Diém cda chinh quyén
Kennedy ra sao. Viéc bai bao tap trung vao vai tro cua truyén théng mang lai
nhiing goc nhin mdi doi vdi giai doan trong yéu hinh thanh chinh sach Chién
tranh Lanh cua Hoa Ky - thé hién tac dbng to Ion cda truyén théng 1én Chién
tranh Viét Nam trong nhithg giai doan dau, dong thoi cho thdy cudc khung
hoang Phét gido la budc ngoat trong moi tuong tac gilia chinh sach cong va du’
luén thoi ky chién tranh. Van dung cac hoi ky, tu liéu cua B6 Ngoai giao va
truyén théng My, bai bao nay lam sang to nhiing mdi quan hé gida truyén
théng, du ludn va chinh sach nha nudc.

Nam 1963 la ndm ma cac tin d6 Phat gido ¢ mién Nam Viét Nam dudc ca thé gidi
chd y dén. Théng qua cac cudc biéu tinh, vén chuong phan khang, cac vu tuyét
thuc va tu thiéu, cac tin d6 Phat gido da phan ddi su’ phan biét ddi x&r nham vao ho
k& tir thai thuc dan Phap, va sau dd la dudi thdi chinh quyén Cong gido cla Ngd
Dinh Diém do Hoa Ky hau thuin. Dién ra trong bGi canh thdi ky Chién tranh Lanh
clia chi nghia toan cau, cac tin d6 Phat gido nay nhan thirc rang su xuat hién cla
cac c6 van My - va quan trong hon ca la bao chi quoc té - tai mién Nam Viét Nam
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nhu mot phan cta nd luc chién tranh chdng lai Cha nghia cdng san, da cho ho ¢
hdi cdng khai su’ ddu tranh cla minh trudc thé gidi va thidc day phong trao cla ho.
Trong khoang thdi gian tir thang 5 dén khi chinh quyén Diém sup d6 vao thang 11
nam 1963, cac cudc biéu tinh Phat gido ngdy mét cang thang vén bi dan &p cang
lic cang manh tay bdi Chinh quyén Nam Viét Nam déu mang lai su dong cam qudc
té€ danh cho phong trao Phat gido va khién chinh quyén Diém doc doan bi chi trich
trén toan thé gidi.

VGi viéc thé gidi theo ddi sat cudc chién do Hoa Ky dan dau chdng lai Cha
nghia cong san, Chinh quyén Hoa Ky con phai ganh chiu su’ phan d6i quoc té doi
vGi van dé ho trg quan su va tai chinh cho ché& do dan p cta Diém. Dong tinh Vi
cbng ching va qudc hdi Hoa Ky, cac chinh pha trén khap thé gidi bat dau chat van
vé cac bién phap do chinh quyén Kennedy van dung vao cudc chién chong lai Chu
nghia cong san. Lap trudng khong thda hiép cua Diém dbi vdi cac tin d6 Phat gido
dugc truyén théng qudc té€ ghi nhan ti mi nhu 13 mot tinh hudng da chuyén bién
thanh mot cudc khidng hoang chinh tri toan dién. Ngoai ra, viéc Diém khong dugc
Iong dan con trd nén t6i té han bdi nhitng tuyén bb bai Phat gidao cong khai va
thudng xuyén ctia ngudi em dau - ba Ng6 Binh Nhu - trudc truyén théng My, cho
du tat ca nhitng tuyén bd nay Diém déu khdng phan ddi. Sau nhigu nd luc that bai
nham thic ddy Diém hudng dén nhitng hanh déng hoa giai d6i véi cac tin d6 Phét
gido, cac tin tic truyén thong mang tinh tiéu cuc qua mirc va sau dé la cong luan
quoc té€ vé Diém va cudc khung hoang Phat gido da dong vai tro trung tam trong
viéc Washington quyét dinh ting hé mét cudc dao chinh 14t d6 Diém.

Cudc 14t d6 Diém gay tranh cai da dudc nhiéu st gia tim hiéu rdng réi bdi nd
dugc xem nhu mot trong nhirng budc ngoat trong yéu cua Chién tranh Viét Nam.
Tranh cai ton tai xung quanh nhirng ly do giai thich tai sao chinh quyén Kennedy lai
di dén quyét dinh ing hd moét cudc dao chinh. Vai st gia 1ap luan rang cac cudc
dam phan ctia Diém vdi mién Bdc Viét Nam da khi€n Washington ting hd cudc dao
chinh. Tuy nhién, nhitng tim hiu cua tdi, dua trén viéc phéan tich cac tu liéu chinh
phU va tin tdc truyén théng, lai ing hd quan diém cho rang chinh su’ phan déi cua
cong luan qudc té€ danh cho Diém la yéu toé chu chot.

Trong cudc tranh ludn xung quanh viéc 14t d& Diém, vai s gia tap trung vao
Cudc khing hoang Phat gido. Cac s gia nay tan thanh chac chan rang viéc xur ly
tinh thé cua Diém da gdép phan I6n vao viéc 6ng ta trd thanh ganh nang doi vdi
chinh quyén Kennedy. Bai phan tich nay cho rang du ludn gitr moét vai tro nhat
dinh, vi tré thanh ganh nang tic la khong dudc long du luan, nhung cac tranh luan
thudng giam bét vai tro trung tdm cua truyén thong. Cac su gia nhu Philip E.
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Catton, Seth Jacobs va Howard Jones tip trung vao anh hudng cta cubc lat dé
Diém |én su' can du’ sau do6 cta Hoa Ky vao mién Nam Viét Nam.! Cac st gia khac -
chadng han Ross A. Fisher, William Conrad Gibbons va Francis X. Winters - d& c6
gdng xac dinh nhiing ai bén trong chinh quyén Kennedy chiu trach nhiém cho quyét
dinh sau cuing nhdm Gng hd mdt cudc ddo chinh chdng lai Diém.? M&t khac, cac s
gia John Prado va Ellen J. Hammer thuat lai chi ti€t cudc khing hoang Phat gido da
dan dén cudc ddo chinh ra sao.’

Bai ludn nay gia tang slic ndng dang ké cling nhu bd sung chi tiét méi vao
quan diém cho rang Diém da trd thanh mét ganh ndng gay tré ngai trong du luén.
Su' tép trung cla tdi vao vai trd truyén thdng trong cudc 1at d6 Diém cling cho thady
truyén thong la mot yéu t6 quan trong dinh hinh nén cudc Chién tranh Viét Nam
trudc cudc Tong tién cong Tét Mau Than ndm 1968 — su kién vén dudc biét dén
rong rai nhu mot budc ngodt trong chién tranh nhd vao vai tro cua bao chi.

Cudc khing hoang Phat gido bdt dau vao ngay 8 thang 5 nam 1963, khi
truyén thong quoc té€ ghi nhan tin tirc vé cac vu tan céng vo cd clia binh linh chinh
quyén Viét Nam COng hoa (Viét Nam CH) nhdm vao nhitng Phat t&r bi€u tinh hoa
binh tai Hué.* M6t ngay trudc dd, cac tin d6 Phat gido d3 treo ¢§ tai nha va chua

! Catton I8p ludn rang viéc |4t d6 Diém da cung c6 cam két cua My vGi Nam Viét Nam, bdi ‘tinh trang
16n xdn vé chinh tri [két qua cua viéc 14t d6 Diém] da pha hoai no luc chién tranh, vi thé don dudng
cho qua trinh My hda cudc xung dét day rdi ro’. M@ réng tranh luan nay, Howard Jones - nhu tua dé
cudn sach clia 6ng cho thdy — d& nghién clru viéc Iat d& Diém, cung véi vu dm sat Kennedy, da lam
kéo dai cudc Chién tranh Viét Nam ra sao. Xem Philip E. Catton, Diem’s Final Failure: Prelude to
America’s War in Vietnam, Dai hoc Kansas, Kansas, 2002, trang 205; Seth Jacobs, Cold War
Mandaarin: Ngo Dinh Diem and the origins of America’s war in Vietnam, 1950-1963, Rowman &
Littlefield, Lanham, Md., 2006, trang 185-189; Howard Jones, Death of a Generation: How the
Assassinations of Diem & JFK Prolonged the War, OUP, New York, 2003.

2 Fisher 1ap ludn rdng ‘Diém c¢6 mdt nhdm I8n nhitng ngudi ngudng md ciing nhu’ nhitng ngudi chi
trich bén trong chinh quyén Kennedy, bién vai trd cla ngudi My trong viéc 14t d& dng ta thanh mot
giai doan ma trong dé nhu Robert Kennedy da ndi la ‘chinh phu chia lam hai”. Ross A. Fisher, ‘The
Kennedy Administration and the Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem: What Happened, Why Did It Happen,
and Was It a Good Idea?’, trong Ross A. Fisher, John Norton Moore va Robert F. Turner (eds.), 7o
Oppose Any Foe: The Legacy of U.S. Intervention in Vietnam, Carolina Academic Press, Durham, Bac
Carolina, 2006, trang 4; William Conrad Gibbons, 7he U.S. Government and the Vietnam War:
Executive and Legislative Roles and Relationships, Part II: 1961-1964, Princeton University Press,
Princeton, NJ., 1986; Francis X. Winters, 7he Year of the Hare: America in Vietnam, January 25,
1963 - February 15, 1964, University of Georgia Press, Athens and London, 1997.

3 John Prados, The Hidden History of the Vietnam War (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1995); Ellen J.
Hammer, A Death in November: America in Vietnam, 1963 (New York: E.P. Dutton, 1987); Howard
Jones, Death of a Generation: How the Assassinations of Diem & JFK Prolonged the War, OUP, New
York, 2003.

* N&m 1963 1a mdt ndm thich hgp dé cac tin dd Phéat gido quyét dinh bt d&u chi dong gay sic ép
lén chinh quyén vi quyén tu do ton gido ciia ho. Pau tranh Phat gido bat dau tir thdi thuc dan Phap
cai tri vao thé ky thr 19 vdi su thién vi cong khai danh cho ngudi Viét theo Cong gido; do do, xuat
hién mot ty 1€ tap trung bat can xdng vé giao duc va cla cai danh cho nhém tén gido dugc thién vi
nay. Tuy nhién, Phat gido Viét Nam phat trién vao thdi ky tir ndm 1956 dén 1962, véi sd thanh vién
trong cac hiép hdi Phat gido gia tdng dot ngdt. Ndm 1962, Téng hdi Phat gido, dai dién bdi sau
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trén kh3p dia phan Hué& dé ky niém I& Phat dan [an thdr 2507. Theo luit Nam Viét
Nam (Nghi dinh s& 189), chi ¢ c8 quéc gia Viét Nam dudc phép treo cong khai.”
Tuy nhién, luét nay hiém khi cé hiéu luc, dién hinh 13 viéc cac tin d6 Céng gido treo
cd gido hoang tran lan mét tudn trudc cudc khiing hodng Phat gido nhan I& ky niém
thu phong chdic tdng gidm muc cho Ngd Dinh Thuc - anh trai Diém.® Vi vy vao
ngay Phat dan, cac nd luc thi hanh Nghi dinh 189 cla canh sat da gép phai su phan
khang. Sau dé canh sat tién hanh giat dd cac I& ¢S tdn gido. Ngay tiép theo, cac tin
dd Phat gido tirc t6i tap hop tai dai phat thanh & Hué, noi bai dién van tUr ngudi
lanh dao clda ho la hoa thugng Thich Tri Quang phan doi su dan ap thay ro cua
chinh quyén Viét Nam CH dGi vdi tu do ton gido va su’ thién vi danh cho cac tin do
Cong gido bi khudc tir khdng cho phat séng.” Khi nhitng I16i hd hao cla Tinh trudng
khéng giai tan dugc dam ddng, quan doéi chinh quyén Viét Nam CH da nd sing va
ném it nhat mudi [8m qua luu dan vao doan biéu tinh hoa binh, 1am 9 ngudi chét.®

Phan (tng cta Diém trudc cudc d6 mau ngay 8 thang 5 vé cd ban da dinh
hinh nhitng nd luc hoa gidi doi véi cac tin d6 Phat gido xuyén sudt cudc khing
hodng. Trong bdi canh Chién tranh Lanh, 6ng ta cé cd dé dé 16i cho nhitng ngudi
Cong san, qua quyét rang mot Viét Cong da ném luu dan vao dam dong, va rang
quan ddi chinh quyén Viét Nam CH chi n6 sing nham bao vé nhitng ngudi biéu
tinh. Tuy nhién, 1ap luan nay chi lam mat uy tin cta chinh quyén Viét Nam CH va
khién cac tin d6 Phat gido tuc gian bdi khong ai tin vao diéu dd. Cac nhan chirng da
tan mat chirng ki€n quan doi chinh quyén Viét Nam CH md dau cac vu tan cong vao
dam ddng du khdng cé bat cl khiéu khich nao.® Vi Washington 1ap tirc nhan ra kha

trong sO mudi sau gido phai bai thira & mién Nam Viét Nam, xac nhan cd khoang 3.000 hoa thugng,
600 ni su’ va 3 triéu Phat tir, bao gébm 70.000 dén 90.000 ngudi thudc cac nhdm thanh nién. Vi vay,
ndm 1963, cac tin d6 Phat gido chiém mét ty 1& dang ké trong dan s& Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, su tan r3
cla nén cai tri thuc dan vao thap nién 1950 da khong déng hanh véi viéc hlly bo cac dao luat bai
Phat gido do Phap ap dat, chang han nhu Sac 1énh s6 10, v6n la trung tdm cho Cudc khing hoang
Phat gido. D9 la dinh cao cta th& ma Topmiller goi la ‘thgi ky Phuc hung cla Phat gido Viét Nam’,
thai ky ma cac tin do Phat gido giai tda can thinh n6 suc s6i ciia minh trudc sy’ phan biét d6i xur cla
chinh quyén. - Prados, The Hidden History of the Vietnam War, trang 89-90. 5

> FRUS of the United States, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007 [sau
day goi la FRUS]

® Nhu trén; Robert J. Topmiller, The Lotus Unleashed: The Buddbist Peace Movement in South
Vietnam, 1964-1966, University Press of Kentucky, Kentucky, 2002, trang 2.

7 John Helble, ‘Telegram From the Consulate at Hue to the Department of State’ (9 thang 5 ndm
1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngubn tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

8 Hai trong s& nhitng ngudi chét Ia tré em. - Nhu trén

° Sy méat uy tin cta chinh quyén Viét Nam CH dugc minh hoa béng that bai cila mét cudc biéu tinh
do chinh quyén bao trg - nham Ién an ‘hanh dong khing bd cia Viét Cong t6i ngay 8 thang 5’ -
nham 16i kéo su' chd y. Trong khi d6, mét cudc biéu tinh do cac I3nh dao Phét gido & chua T Dam,
Hué t6 chlc vao ngay 10 thang 5 da thu hdt dugc ndm dén sdu ngan Phat t&r tham gia. - John
Helble, ‘Telegram From the Consulate at Hue to the Department of State’ (2a.m., 10 thang 5 ndm
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nang gay kich dong cua cudc tranh cai vé Phat gido nay va du doan trudc vé ‘mot
vai phan Ung quoc té doi vai su’ kién’ nén ho da hoi thic Diém ap dung cac bién
phap phu hgp nhdm hoa giai véi cac tin d6 Phat gido.'® Tuy nhién, thay vi cd nhitng
nd luc tic thdi nham khéc phuc tinh hinh, Diém chi gdp mét cac lanh dao Phat gido
vao ngay 15 thang 5, tao thdi gian cho ho gia tang bat binh.

Cudc tranh c&i v& chuyén treo ¢ nhanh chdng chuyén bién thanh mot cudc
khing hoang chinh tri. Cac tin dd Phat gido thao ra mot tuyén ngdén nam diém,
trong d6 dé ra cic muc tiéu chinh tri clla cac cudc biéu tinh dién ra sau do, dong
thai yéu cau chinh quyén Diém:

1. Cho phép treo cG Phat gido;

2. Trao cho tin d6 Phét gido cac quyén binh déng nhu tin d6 Céng gido;

3. DUrng cac cudc bat bg va khung bd nhitng ngusi theo Phat gido;

4, Trao quyén tu do thuyét gido va clr hanh I& nghi tdn gido cho cac tin do
Phat gido;

5. BGi thudng cho nhitng ngudi bi gi€t hai vao ngay 8 thang 5, dong thdi

trirng phat nhitng ké phai chiu trach nhiém vé tdi danh “giét ngui”.!!

Trong cudc hop gitra chinh quyén Viét Nam CH vdi giGi Phat gido, Diém van duy tri
lap trudng ciing ran dGi vdi cac tin d6 Phat gido. Ong ta khang dinh réng khdng cd
su’ dan ap ton giao tai mién Nam Viét Nam va nhitng bat cong ma cac tin do Phat
gido ganh chiu can phai quy cho nha cdm quyén dia phuong.'? Trong khi Diém hira

1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tur:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 ndm 2007;
Frederick Nolting, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (18 thang 5
nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

1% 30hn Helble, ‘Telegram From the Consulate at Hue to the Department of State’ (3p.m., 10 thang 5
nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007; Dean
Rusk, ‘Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in Vietnam’ (9 thang 5 nam 1963),
FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngubn ti:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cdp ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

1 C4c tin d6 Phat gido cling dé xuét Diém bai bo mdt dao luat do Phap ap dit, Sac 1énh s 10, vén
gan cho Phat gido cai tén “hiép hdi” thay vi tdn gido, va vi vay dé€ thuc hién bat ky hoat déng cdng
khai nao, Phat tr phai dudc chinh quyén cho phép. Mang tinh phan biét d6i xir mét cach r& rét, Sac
lénh s6 10 con quy dinh rdng ‘mét dia vi dac biét sé dugc gianh...cho cac hdi truyén gido Tin lanh va
Cdng giao". ‘Manifesto of Vietnamese Buddhist Clergy and Faithful’ (10 thang 5 ndm 1963), FRUS,
1961-1963, Volume  III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tu
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 ndm 2007;
FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963. B

12 bap lai ban tuyén ngdn, Diém tuyén bd ca dan Céng gido va Phat gido déu co 16i trong viéc ‘sir
dung btra bai’ cG ton giao va la cd qudc gia phdi gitr vi tri t6i cao. William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From
the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (30 thang 5 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963,
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ho trg tai chinh - mot khoan khiém t6n chi 500.000 dong (7.000 USD) - cho cac gia
dinh nan nhan, 6ng ta nhdn manh rang chinh quyén Viét Nam CH sé khéng chiu
trach nhiém vé céc su kién dién ra vao ngdy mong 8.1 Chang ¢ gi ngac nhién khi
cudc hop nay khdng thé xoa diu cac yéu ciu cla cac tin dd Phéat gido. Cach xur ly
hd@i hgt tinh trang phan biét dGi xur ton gido cua Diém khé long dudc cac tin d6 Phat
gido dén nhan. Ho da dung dén cac cudc mit-tinh va biéu tinh quan ching, tuyét
thuc, va phd bién van chudong phan khang trén khap Viét Nam.'* Cac tin d6 Phéat
gido sau do trd thanh mdt nhém dugc xem 1a phe d8i 1ap chinh tri.*®

Vao nhitng ngay dau cua cudc khing hoang Phat gido, cong ching My va
chinh quyén Kennedy it chd y dén Viét Nam. Truyén thdng My tran ngap hinh anh
cac cubc dau tranh vé quyén cong dan tai qué nha. Vi vay, Kennedy phai tap trung
ddi pho véi cac cude biéu tinh chdng lai chinh quyén cla 6ng ta.!® Tuy nhién, tir
budi dau clia cubc khing hoang Phét gido, cac tin d6 Phat gido da thé hién rd y
dinh tranh thd bdo chi phuong Tay; ho mang theo nhitng bi€u ngir bang ca tiéng
Viét va ti€éng Anh, dong thdi chon mot trong s it nhitng hoa thugng biét noi ti€ng
Anh l1am ngudi phat ngén nham cho phép nhitng thdng diép clia ho co thé tiép can
doc gid quéc t8.1 & giai doan dau cta cudc khiing hoang, trong khi tinh hiéu qua
truyén thdng con chua rd rét, cac biu nglt ndy rd rang la mot nd luc nhdm gui di
thong diép vé su phan khang cla Phat gido dén cac bd phan dan cu trén khdp thé
gidi. Nhitng nd luc nay chic chin d& gép phan khién cho Cudc khing hodng Phat
gido lan rong ra quoc té.

Khi thang 6 dén gan, Cudc khung hoang Phat gido da vugt ra ngoai tam
ki€m sodat. Diém ap dung vii luc ngdy mét manh tay nham dan ap céc cudc biéu

Volume I, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007;
Nolting, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (18 thang 5 nam
1963).

3 Nolting, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (18 thang 5 n&m
1963); Jacobs, Cold War Mandarin, trang 144.

% Nolting, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (18 thang 5 ndm
1963).

1> William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (31 thang
5 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tir:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

16 Khi nhan vién HOi déng An ninh Qudc gia Michael V. Forrestal dua ra ban béo céo vé cac cudc
bi€u tinh Phat gido ¢ Hué, Kennedy thuc sy’ d& hoi ‘Nhitng ngusi nay la ai?” John F. Kennedy dugc
Seth Jacobs dan IGi trong Cold War Mandarin: Ngo Dinh Diem and the origins of America’s war in
Vietnam, 1950-1963, Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham, Md., 2006, trang 144.

Y Cu thé I3, vao ngay 10 thang 5, mét doan ngudi gdbm ndm dén sdu ngan Phét t&r c6 mét tai chua
TUr Dam, gio cao biéu ngir viét bang tiéng Anh: ‘hay giét ching toi di, san sang d6 mau, cac tin do
Phét gido va Cbng gido déu binh dang. Bai bé Sac Iénh s& 10, yéu cau nging bat bs va bat cdc;
ngon cG Phat gido sé khong bao gig ha xudng’. Helble, ‘Telegram From the Consulate at Hue to the
Department of State’ (3p.m., 10 thang 5 nam 1963).
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tinh chdng chinh quyén cua 6ng ta, vén dang lan rong khdp mién Nam Viét Nam.
Vao ngay 2 va 3 thang 6, quan déi chinh quyén Viét Nam CH da tran ap cac cudc
bi€u tinh Phat gido tai thi X3 Quang Tri va thanh ph& Hué bang haoi cay, chat khi
von gay khé thé va bdng da.'® Riéng ngay mdng 3, bao cdo cho hay 67 thanh nién
phai nhap vién va 3 ngudi chét vi ly do nay.'® Ngay tiép theo chiing kién gan 200
thanh nién tuyét thuc tai chua T Dam nham phan d6i su dd man va phan biét déi
XU cla chinh quyén.?® William Trueheart, dai bién 1am thdi cia Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam,
khang khang rang Diém da dua ra nhifng nhugng bd rdng rai trude cac tin do Phat
gido nham giam bét cdng thang. Diéu do khién chinh quyén Kennedy that vong bdi
Cach xu’ ly thiéu khéo Iéo cua chinh phu da cho phép mot su’ kién cuc bo tai
Hué phét trién thanh mot cudc khung hodng chinh tri tiém tang. Vén dé cd thé
gdy ra nhithg héu qué nghiém trong cho su’ 6n dinh cda chinh quyén trir khi
Diém co kha nang dat duoc mot su” hoa giai nhanh chong vdi cac tin do Phat
gido.”!
MOt [an nifa, chiu sutic ép tUr Washington, Diém da dam phan vdi cac lanh dao Phat
gido vao ngay 5 thang 6. Lan nay, 6ng ta da chap nhan thém cac yéu cau cua cac
tin do Phat gido va dua ra mot tuyén bo trén dai phat thanh vé cac diéu khoan cua
thoa hiép.?

Ngay khi cudc khing hoang dudng nhu gan di dén hoi két thi cac nd luc
nham tao dung mot thoa hiép cia Diém da bi ba Nhu pha v3. Ba dd pha hoai cac
c6 gang cla chinh quyén Viét Nam CH trong viéc nhugng bd cac Phat tir bang
nhirng tuyén b6 cong khai bai Phat giao. Mot ngay sau thoa hiép, thong qua Phong
trao Phu nif Lién d&i cia minh, ba Nhu da dua ra mot nghi quyét di ngugc lai chinh

8 William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (3 thang
6 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tur:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007;
William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (4 thang 6
nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

19 John Helble, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (2p.m., 3 thang
6 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tir:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

2 Tryeheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (4 thang 6 ndm
1963).

2L Current Intelligence Memorandum Prepared in the Office of Current Intelligence, Central
Intelligence Agency’ (3 thang 6 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August
1963, dan ngudn tir: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4
thang 9 nam 2007.

22 William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (1p.m., 6
thang 6 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tur:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.
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sach hoa giai cla chinh quyén trudc bao chi.*® Nghi quyét chi trich nhitng ngudi
biéu tinh Phat gido 1a nhitng ngudi theo chi nghia phan dan tdc ‘bi cdng san Igi
dung va kiém soat’.”* Trueheart nhdn manh rang Diém ‘da bac bd nd’ bsi nghi
quyét gay ton hai cao d6 dén thoéa thudn hoa hodn.”® Quan trong hon, didu ma
Trueheart ban tam la
Tuyén bo [cua ba Nhu] sé pha v& su’ ung hd cua céng chung va Quéc hdi My
danh cho chinh quyén Viét Nam CH. Chinh quyén Viét Nam CH khéng thé mong
doi chinh phu Hoa Ky tiép tuc vién tro' va hd tro’ chi phi dét doé vé nhén luc va
Vat lrc tr khi chinh séch nay [duoc] nguoi din Hoa Ky hoan toan ung hd.?

Cudi cung, diéu nay trd thanh ly do d€ chinh quyén Kennedy quyét dinh Gng hd
mot cudc dao chinh 14t d6 Diém. Tuy nhién, Diém ting tuyén bd rang ba Nhu dugc
tu’ do thé& hién quan diém ctia minh.?” Vi hanh déng nay, Diém da dit ra mot tién
Ié khuyén khich ba Nhu vé sau truc ti€p dua ra nhirng tuyén bé cong khai trudc
truyén thong phuong Tay, diéu cang khién doc gid qudc t€ chdc chan rang chinh
quyén Viét Nam CH la mot nén doc tai tan bao.

Trong khi cac td bao I6n déi theo tinh hinh ngay mot xau di & Viét Nam,
Cudc khiing hodng Phat gido van chua chiém vi tri trung tdm cla tin tic thé gidi
cho dén ngay 11 thang 6 nam 1963. Viéc dua tin vé dé tai Phat gido cua td tap chi
7ime phat hanh hang tuén da thé hién diéu nay (tham khao Hinh 1). Trén thuc té,
cac bai bdo ndi vé cudc khing hoang chi dugc xuat ban vao tuan th( ba cua thang
6, tudn 1& ngay sau su kién von thu hit su tap trung cta qudc t& vao chinh quyén
Viét Nam CH va bubc doc gia quoc té phai chat van vé su dinh liu cia Hoa Ky tai
Viét Nam.

2 William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam (Trueheart) to the Department of
State (Hilsman)’ (1a.m., 9 thang 6 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-
August 1963, dan ngudn ti: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyijf/iii/8163.htm, truy cap
ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

24 Resolution issued by the Central Committee of the Women'’s Solidarity Movement of Vietnam’ trich
trong ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (8 théng 6 nam 1963),
FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngubn ti:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

% Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam (Trueheart) to the Department of State
(Hilsman)’ (1a.m., 9 thang 6 nam 1963).

% Dean Rusk, ‘Telegram from the Department of State to the Embassy in Vietnam'’ (12.55p.m., 8
thang 6 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tir:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

%’ Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam (Trueheart) to the Department of State
(Hilsman)’ (1a.m., 9 thang 6 nam 1963).
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Sang ngay 11 thang 6 ndm 1963, 130 hoa thugng Thich Quang Pilrc 73 tudi ngoi tai
mot nga tu ndi hai con phd chinh cia Sai Gon. Trudc su chirng kién cua khoang
350 ngudi biéu tinh cing nhitng ngudi di dudng hiéu ky, éng da tu thiéu dén
chét.”® Phia sau la biéu ngit bang tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét v8i dong chif ‘Mot téng I
Phat gido tu thiéu vi ndm nguyén vong cla chiing tdi".>® Canh tugng nay dugc duy
nhat hai phong vién Hoa Ky ghi lai, nhitng ngu@i da khong bo qua IGi mach nudc tir
mdt dai dién Phat gido réng sé cd “diéu quan trong” xay ra ngay hom d6.%° Phéng
vién td New York Times David Halberstam da miéu ta ro canh tugng ma ong chirng
ki€n ‘Luc tu thiéu, 6ng ay khong ngoi bat dong, khong thot ra mot am thanh nao,
vé diém tinh bén ngoai clia 6ng trai ngugc hdn vdi nhitng ngudi dang rén ri kéu

khéc xung quanh 6ng’.3!

Ngay ca nhitng ngudi khong cé mat tai hién trudng cling bi lay dong bdi bai
tudng thuat cua Halberstam va su hy sinh cua vi hoa thugng. Malcolm Browne, mot
phdng vién clia hdng Associated Press cling hién dién va gilt da binh tinh dé& chup
anh. Khi cac birc anh cta 6ng lén trang nhat bdo chi & khap moi naoi, nhiing chi
trich danh cho chinh quyén Diém tang Ién nhanh chong. Kennedy sau dd binh luan
rang ‘chua cd tin tlrc nao trong lich st lai tao ra qua nhiéu xic cdm trén khap thé
gidi nhu tin tirc &y’.32 Su hy sinh cla Thich Quang Dlrc da khién du’ ludn quay sang
phan doi ché do Diém; ngay ca Marguerite Higgins, mét trong sb it nhirng ngudi
ing hd Diém trong bao gidi Sai Gon cling budc phai ghi nhan tdi 16i clia Diém:

8 David Halberstam, The Making of a Quagmire (New York: Random House), trang 211; Jacobs,
Cold War Mandarin, trang 147-149.

2 William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (trua, 11
thang 6 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tur:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cdp ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

%0 Jacobs, Cold War Mandarin, trang 147.

3! Halberstam, The Making of a Quagmire, trang 211.

32 Henry Cabot Lodge trich I18i John F. Kennedy, ‘Oral history interview with Henry Cabot Lodge, 4
thang 8 nam 1965', FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngudn tur:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.
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76ng théng Ngé Binh Diém dang lam gi ma khién cac Phét tu’ ndy phai chon
mot cai chét khung khi€p la tu’ thiéu nhu vdy?... Thut té rang [cdu hdi nay] quy
trudc ti 167 cho Diém ciing khdng khién toi bén khodn chut néo... doé ciing 13
gid dinh cua t6i.”
Tac ddng truyén théng cua cac vu tu thiéu 1a khéng thé phu nhén. Hanh ddng tu
sat cia Thich Quang Buc da thanh cong trong viéc hudng su’ chld y vao hoan canh
tuyét vong cla cac Phat t&’ 8 mién Nam Viét Nam. Cac cudc biéu tinh cta ho da
danh vao mét gia tri ma ngudi My nang niu nhiéu nhat: quyén tu do tdn gido.>

Néu hanh dong tu sat cua Thich Quang buc khong khién du luan quoc té
chd y thi cudc phong van cua CBS véi ba Nhu chac chan lam dugc diéu dé. Binh
ludn vé vu tu thiéu clia Thich Quang DU, ba ta da nhan tdm ndi (bang tiéng Anh —
NBT) rang “Céac lanh dao Phat gido da lam gi thé nay?... Ho da nudng barbecue
mdt trong nhitng hda thugng cta ho, ngudi da bi ho dau ddc...”*® Blng nhu du
doan, Diém khudc tir 18n &n tuyén bd cta ba Nhu.*® Cho tdi Iic nay, ngay ca nhirng
ngudi My tirng co thién cam vdi ché do cta Diém bang cach té thai do ngd vuc (Voi
su' viéc) cling cam thay kinh sg trudc viéc chinh quyén coi vu tu thiéu cta Thich
Quang Plc nhu khdng cd gi va viéc Diém khudc tir 1&n an thai do dy.>” Theo nhu
nhan dinh cua Jacobs,

Ba Nhu... la em déu cda téng théng, ba séng trong dinh va gilF mot ghé trong

Quéc hdi. Ciing la I€ tu nhién khi cho réng khi téng théng khdng bac bo ba ta

ds phat ngén thay mét chinh phu.”

Ngudi My, nhithg ngudi bao vé hét minh cho ‘quyén tu do’, khéng thé tng hd mdt
ché d6 mang tinh doc dodan mot cach cong khai va kiéu ngao. Vao cudi thang, du
ludn My hau nhu dong long phan doi ché do Diém va té han nira, ho phan déi su

33 Marguerite Higgins, Our Vietnam Nightmare, Harper and Row, New York, 1965, trang 2-3.
3* George Ball, ‘Telegram from the Department of State to the Embassy in Vietnam’ (8.52p.m., 1
thang 7 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tur:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 ndm 2007;
Topmiller, 7he Lotus Unleashed, 3. .
*Ba Ngd Dinh Nhu, ‘Madame Nhu’s Response to Thich Quang Duc’ (video), dan ngudn tir
http://youtube.com/watch?v=d PWM9gWR5E truy cdp ngay 13 thang 9 nam 2007.
% Diém tham chi tan thanh diéu nay trén mot kénh phat thanh, cho réng ‘mot s6 ngudi d& mé mudi
va gay ra cai chét khong dang, khién toi rat lay lam ti€c’. David Halberstam trich IGi Ngd Dinh Diém,
‘Diem Asks Peace in Religion Crisis’, New York Times, 12 thang 7 nam 1963, trang 3; “Trial by Fire”,
7ime, 21 thang 6 nam 1963, dan nguon tr
http://www.time.com/magazine/article/0,9171,874895,00.html truy cap ngay 9 thang 10 nam 2007.
% Ngay ca Higgins cling thira nhan réng tuyén bé “nudng barbecue” 1a “man rg”, dong thdi néu rd
nhiing y ki€n phan d6i cia ngusi My trudc su’ v cam cla ba Nhu:
B4t o ai ¢ thé dua ra nhan xét qué slic vé cdm va nhan tadm thi chdc chdn cé du kha néng
tr@ thanh pham nhan trong mét vu tra tan, ngugc dai va cac vu viéc tram trong han thé.
Higgins, Our Vietnam Nightmare, trang 59-60.
38 Jacobs, Cold War Mandarin, trang 149.
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ung ho cua Hoa Ky ddi vGi ché dé Diém. Diéu nay tré nén rd rang nhat trong mot
quang cao toan trang trén t& New York Times vao ngay 27 thang 6, trong dé 12
muc su’ My phan daéi su’ dinh liu cta Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam; ho da viét:

Chung t6i phan doi:
1. Vién trg quan su clia dat nudc ching ta cho nhitng ké khudc tur quyén tu
do t6n gido...

2. Viéc ngudi My thiét mang va hang ty d6-la ang ho cho mot ché do dugc
ca thé gidi xem la bt cdng, phan dan chu va bat on.

3. Ao tudng cho rdng déy 18 “cudc chién vi tur do”? (dong in nghiéng 1a cua
t6i)

Quan diém nay dugc I3p lai trén tap chi 7ime, véi 1ap luan rang ‘Viéc binh linh My
chét va bi thuong mdi tuan clng vdi phi ton hon 1 triéu dé la mdi ngay cho Viét
Nam doi hdi phai cd sirc ép I16n han nhiéu... [én nhifng cai cdch ma téng théng Ngd
Pinh Diém can tién hanh’.*® Ngudi My khéng tin réng su’ hao phéng ctia ho déi véi
Nam Viét Nam khong tao nén dugc anh hudng nao Ién nhitng dam phan véi Diém.
Ho cling bat dau tin rang Diém khong cé kha nang tap hop su ung hd cla quan
chiing von can thiét cho cudc chién chong Cha nghia cong san.

RGt cudc, hau hét cac ban tin gui di tir Sai Gon udc tinh rang Phat tir chiém
dén 70, tham chi 80 dén 90 phan trdm dan s6 Viét Nam.* Van dé thiéu tin tudng
vao ché dé Diém con dudc truyén théng Hoa Ky khuyén khich, chang han t& New
York Times tirng nhan dinh ‘cudc khing hoang tuang duang khoang 15 tran thang
I6n trén chién trudng cla phe cdng san’.*> TS Time cling ly gidi réng ‘su’ bat man
cla gii Phat gido co thé tao nén su’ chdng ddi tiéu cuc ddi vdi cac chuong trinh
cla chinh phu tai cac vung nong thon, ndi ma su thong nhat vé mat chinh tri la chia

% Nhitng méi quan ngai nay khdng phai 1a khéng cé cd s@. Trong théng bao cla minh, cac tang I
chrng minh m&i quan ngai clia ho bang cach trich dan bao cdo clia Thugng nghi sy Mansfield vé
chuyén viéng tham mién Nam Viét Nam cla 6ng ta vao dau nam do. Mansfield da viét:
T4t ca nhitng khé khan hién thgi da ton tai vao ndm 1955, cung vdi cac hy vong va nghi luc
dé giai quyét ching. Nhung dédy la 7 ndm sau vdi 2 ty USD vién trg cua My d& do ra sau do.
Song vé co’ ban, nhiing kho khan tuong tu van hién dién néu khéng mudn noi la ngay cang
tré nén nghiém trong... (phan chir in nghiéng nam trong théng bao).
‘We, Too, Protest’ (toan van thong bao), New York Times, 27 thang 6 nam 1963, trang 21.
0 Max Frankel, “Vietnam’s ‘Untidy’ War”, New York Times, 3 thang 7 ndm 1963, trang 8.
“ David Halberstam, ‘Religious Dispute Stirs South Vietnam: Buddhist Struggle Poses Major Threat
to Diem Rule and the War Effort Against the Vietcong’, New York Times, 16 thang 6 nam 1963, 1V,
trang 6; Homer Bigart, ‘War Against Reds Dominated News’, New York Times, 22 thang 8 nam 1963,
trang 3; Higgins, Our Vietnam Njghtmare, trang 4; Jacobs, Cold War Mandarin, trang 185.
2 Halberstam, ‘Religious Dispute Stirs South Vietnam’, New York Times.
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khoa cho thdng Igi trong cudc chién chdng Viét Cong’.* Phéng vién Halberstam
tham chi di xa hon khi két ludn réng ‘Hoa Ky d& hau thudn nham ngudi...** Céac
quan diém do céc phdng vién dua ra da gay anh hudng dang k& dén cong luén.

Tuy nhién, tinh chinh xac clda cac thong tin truyén thdng nay con gay tranh
cai. Nhung diéu nay cang ching minh tinh hiéu qua va stic anh hudng cua truyén
thong dGi véi cong luan. Theo nhu phan tich trong bao cdo cua Tudng Victor Krulak
(Iuc lugng Thuy quan luc chién Hoa Ky),

Khia canh ton gido cua vén dé co mot nén tang hep hon so vdi nhilhg gi cac

bdo cdo céng khai cd thé dua ra... Nguoi ta cd xu hubng coi tét ca nhiing

nguoi khong theo Cong gido la cdc tin do Phat gido. Trén thuc té, nhiéu nguoi

chi don gidn la nhiing nguoi tho cdng 6 tién theo truyén théng Trung Hoa,

trong khi nhifng tén gido Ion khac cidng hién dién trong nudc - bao gom cac tin

dd dao Khéng, dao Lo va dao HOi.”
Dbiéu nay dugc xac nhan bdi mot nghién clitu chuyén dé vé dao Phat & Viét Nam,
trong dé két luan rang 30% ngudi mién Nam Viét Nam dang thuc hanh tin nguGng
Phéat gido.* Cau hoi vé mlrc do nghiém trong clia cudc khiing hoang Phét gido ciing
la mot diém géy tranh ludn; moét cudc diéu tra cla CIA vao thang 6 ndm 1963 két
ludn rang ‘khdng co su’ dan ap chinh thific nao ddi véi quyén tu do ton gido & mién
Nam Viét Nam, nhung chinh phd da kim ham thanh cong anh hudng chinh tri ctua
mot s6 nhdm ton gido, déc biét 13 cac gido phai thi€u s&".*” Nb Iuc chién tranh cling
dugc bao cao la thanh cong, bat chap cac vu dan ap lién quan dén cudc khing

“ “Trial by Fire", 7ime, 21 thdng 6 n3m 1963, dian  ngudn  tUr
http://www.time.com/magazine/article/0,9171,874895,00.html truy cap ngay 9 thang 10 nam 2007.

* Halberstam, ‘Religious Dispute Stirs South Vietnam’, New York Times.

* Pai st Frederick Nolting cfing nhan xét vé chuyén di dén vliing néng thon véi Diém ‘Téi bi...dn
tugng...bdi su khac biét qua Ién gilra nhitng gi dang thuc sy dién ra tai dat nuGc nay véi sy phan
chi€u cla né ra thé gidi bén ngoai’. Ban ghi nhé clia CIA cé doan ‘Dai bd phan dan s6 14 triéu ngudi
G mién Nam Viét Nam trén danh nghia la Phat t&, mac du chi c6 mot ty 1€ nho dugc xem la nhitng
tin d6 thuc su..." ‘Report by the Joint Chiefs of Staff's Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency and
Special Activities (Krulak)’' (1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan
nguon tur: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam
2007; ‘Current Intelligence Memorandum Prepared in the Office of Current Intelligence, Central
Intelligence Agency’ (3 thang 6 nam 1963); Frederick Nolting, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in
Vietnam to the Department of State’ (4p.m., 17 thang 5 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III,
Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

6 Nghién cru nay dugc hoan thanh vao ndm 1965 va cling khdng dinh rdng 70% bd phan dan s6
con lai bao gdm phan 16n nhitng ngudi thd clng t6 tién va mot sb it ngudi theo Céng gido. Dodd,
‘Speech to the United States Senate and Information Introduced Into the Record with the Speech’
(23 thang 2 ndm 1965), trich trong 7o Oppose Any Foe: The Legacy of U.S. Intervention in Vietnam.
* M6t ddi diéu tra cua Lién Hiép Qudc cling két ludn rang Diém d3 khdng dan &p cac tin d6 Phéat
gido, va rang nhiing luén diéu vé su dan ap co hé thdng cla cac tin dd Phat gido la ‘tin dén’ v6 can
cl. ‘Current Intelligence Memorandum Prepared in the Office of Current Intelligence, Central
Intelligence Agency’ (3 thang 6 nam 1963); Fisher, “"The Kennedy Administration and the Overthrow
of Ngo Dinh Diem...”, trang 24.
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hoang Phéat gido. Bao cdo cla Krulak khang dinh: ‘Cac chién dich quan su hiéu qua
hon; kinh t& ndng thdn phat trién rd rét; su phdi hdp gitta Hoa Ky va Viét Nam
dang khdi sdc; va tinh than chién dau cla luc lugng quan doi Ky khong thay
ddi...”*® Nhitng bdo cdo nay khac biét dang ké& so véi nhitng bdo cdo cla truyén
théng Hoa Ky, va nhitng khdng dinh cla truyén thdng vé su dan ap Phat gido ciing
nhu viéc Diém khong dugc 1ong dan rd rang van anh hudng manh dén du luan. Vi
du, mot bai xa ludn trén t& New York Times ngay 17 thang 6 da thé hién diéu nay.
Bai xad luan phan anh cam nhan cla tac gia rang cac tin do Phat gido chi€m phan
ddng & Viét Nam, dong thdi am chi su’ can thiét phai 1at d& Diém;

D& dén lic 6ng Diém nhén ra rang 6ng ta khéng thé phén biét déi xir mot dai

bd phdn nhén din mién Nam Viét Nam va gianh chién thang trong cudc chién

tranh chéng Cong san. Néu qua that éng ta khdng thé dai dién cho mét dai bd

phén nguti dan thi 6ng ta khdng dang lam Téng théhg nida.” (Dong gach chén

la cua toi).

RO rang Cudc khung hoang Phat gido, du dung hay sai, da thu hut dugc su chd y
clia ngudi My.

Khi du luan phan d6i chinh quyén Diém, Washington da gia tang sic ép lén
Diém nham xoa diu cac tin d6 Phat gido. Chinh quyén Kennedy bat dau nhan ra vi
thé bap bénh cuta chinh quyén Viét Nam CH ca bén trong 13n bén ngoai lanh tho
Viét Nam. Udc tinh cho hay mot ty 1€ I6n luc lugng quan doi la ngudi theo Phat
gido va luc lugng nay trong quén doi cé kha néng néi day va l1at dé chinh quyén ma
I& ra ho phai bao v&.>° Cudc khiing hodng Phét gido ciing thu hit su' chd y quéc té,
dién hinh 13 viéc Hoang thdn Campuchia Norodom Sihanouk va Tha tudng Ceylon
[Sri Lanka ngay nay - ND] Sirimavo Bandaranaike da viét thu cho Kennedy, bay to
su quan ngai clia ho d6i vdi ‘ndi dau khd clia cic Phat t&r & mién Nam Viét Nam’ va

8 'Report by the Joint Chiefs of Staff's Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency and Special Activities
(Krulak)’ (1963).

“9'Diem and the Buddhists’ (bai x& luan), New York Times, 17 thang 6 ndm 1963, trang 24.

>0 Tiép theo vu tu thiéu cia Thich Quang Burc, chinh quyén Kennedy nhan dugc théng tin cho biét
Trung td D6 Khac Mai - mét Phat tir (Khdng luc Viét Nam CH) va cac sy quan cao cap khac ‘khong
thé& hiéu tai sao ngudi My lai dirng bén 18 va bo I8 co hdi vang nhdm sira déi tinh hinh & Viét Nam,
nhu thé rd rang 6ng ta da ngu y vé viéc 1at d8 chinh quyén’. - Halberstam, ‘Religious Dispute Stirs
South Vietnam’, New York Times, Bigart, ‘War Against Reds Dominated News', New York Times;
Higgins, Our Vietnam Nightmare, trang 4; William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in
Vietnam to the Department of State’ (5p.m., 11 thang 6 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III,
Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tu
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.
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khan khoan dé nghi Washington ‘can thiép bang tat ca uy thé dao dirc cling nhu’ uy
thé& quéc gia ctia minh”.>!

Nhan thdc dudc rang minh dang co lién luy tdi cudec khung hoang Phat gido,
Washington mdt [An nifa de doa cong khai ‘bd mic toan bd van dé&’.>% Trong lic
nhitng de doa vé viéc bé mac (chinh quyén Sai Gon) da dudc dua ra trudc do,
hanh déng tu thiéu cla Thich Quang Blc da danh dau diém gidi han trong su kién
nhan cla chinh quyén Kennedy ddi véi su ciing dau ctia Diém. Dic biét, Rusk da
canh bao ‘Néu Diém khong tién hanh cac budc di hiéu qua va tirc thdi nham tai lap
niém tin cua gidi Phat gido danh cho 6ng ta, ching ta sé phai xem lai toan bo quan
hé véi ché dd cla dng ta’.>® Bang ddng thai nay, Washington d& cho Diém thém cg
hdi khac dé stra chita tinh hinh ma theo quan diém cua ho la d& vugt ra ngoai tam
ki€m soét qua xa.

Tuy nhién, cac cudc dam phan mdt [an nira that bai, khién cac cudc biéu tinh
Phat gido va hanh dong tu thiéu gia tang. Ban dau, Diém md lai dam phan vdi cac
lanh dao Phat gido va vao ngay 16, mot Thong cao chung dugc ban hanh, dua ra
nhitng diéu khoan thoa thuan nhung khéng dinh rd trach nhiém déi véi su kién
ngay 8 thang 5.>* Tuy nhién, bao dong nd ra tai Sai Gon vao ngay hdm sau va canh
sat mét [an nira dung vii luc dan ap, khi€én mdt ngudi biéu tinh thiét mang va lam
nhiéu ngudi bi thuong.> Cudc khiing hoang Phét gido tiép tuc kéo dai va vao dau
thang 8, thém ba Phat tir & dd tudi trén dudi 20 tu thiéu. Ngoai ra, mot thiéu nir da
c6 cat rdi canh tay ciia minh ‘nhu’ mot vat hién t€ khiém nhudng gli dén Dulc Phat

*1 Norodom Sihanouk, ‘Telegram from Prince Sihanouk to President Kennedy’ (14 thang 6 nam
1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan ngubn tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007

>2 Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (5p.m., 11 thang
6 nam 1963); Dean Rusk, ‘Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in Vietnam’
(11.03p.m., 11 thang 6 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963,
dan ngudn tu: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyijf/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9
ndam 2007.

>3 Nhu trén.

>* Théat bai clla Thdng cdo da lam gidm uy tin cla cac I3nh dao Phat gido v6n ung hd tinh trang d6i
khang 6n hoa va bén bi, vi vay trao quyén Idnh dao sang phia gidi Phat gido clng ran - nhitng ngudi
mudn 1t d& chinh quyén Diém hon 1a cai t& nd. William Trueheart, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in
Vietnam to the Department of State’ (4p.m., 16 thang 6 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III,
Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tu
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 ndm 2007;
Jacobs, Cold War Mandarin, 150.

> ‘The Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem’, 7he Pentagon Paper, Volume 2, Gravel ed. (Boston: Beacon
Press, 1971), dan ngudn tUr http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/pent6.htm truy cap
ngay 16 thang 10 nam 2006.
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khi ton gido cla ching toi bi de doa’ nhung bat thanh. Tat ca déu dugc truyén
thdng Hoa Ky tudng thuét lai.®

Vao giai doan nay, Cudc khung hoang Phat gido da tap hgp dugc dong dao y
ki€n chi trich danh cho chinh quyén Diém, va mot lan nira ba Nhu lai lam tinh hinh
cang tr@ nén phuc tap han. Ba da viét thu cho truyén thong My, lam khudy dong
cong luan My. Ba ta tuyén bo véi tG New York Times ‘TOi s€ tring phat nhirng ké
kich ddng nay gap 10 Ian néu ho ddi I6t cic nha su...va...toi s& v tay néu chiing
kién thém man tu thiéu ciia mdt hoa thugng khac, bdi ngudi ta khdng thé chiu
trach nhiém ddi véi su' dién rd cta nhitng ké khac’.”” Nhitng tuyén bd nay da khoi
lai 1Gi kéu goi chinh phd cham ddt dng hé ché d6 Diém cua cong ching Hoa Ky.
MOt bai xa luan néu ro:

Chinh xac la vi dat nudc chung ta lién minh vdi Nam Viét Nam trong cudc chién

cua ho chong lai chu nghia cong san nén chung ta can phai 1én an mong muén

nhén tém va tu chubc I8y thét bai cia ba Nbu nhém 8p buc nhitng ai phan déi
mot cach hap phap tinh trang bt céng tai Sai Gon.”®
Ngudi My khéng mudn chiu trach nhiém vé su’ dan ap doéi véi cac tin d6 Phat gido &
mién Nam Viét Nam, dudi bat ky hinh thirc nao.

Pa phai chat vat doi pho véi su Ién an ngay cang nhiéu cua du luan doi vdi
ché d6 Diém cung su phét I cua Diém trudc canh bao clia chinh quyén Kennedy,
nén cac cudc tdn cong Ién chua chién trén khap mién Nam vao ngay 21 thang 8
cudi cling cang khién Washington méat hét kién nhan. Diém ly giai hanh déng cla
minh bang cach khang dinh rang cac ngdi chlia Phat gido da bi Viét Cong xam nhap
va rang ho dang dung chla chién 1am nai cat gidu vii khi.>® Tai gan 2.000 ngdi chua
bi t&n céng, cd tdng cdng hon 1.400 Phat tr bi bat gilt, vai trdm ngudi thiét
mang.®® Sau d6 Diém tuyén bd tinh trang thiét quan ludt trén ca nudc va ra 1énh

% ‘Suicide  Series’, 7ime, 23 thang 8 ndm 1963, dan nguon  tur
http://www.time.com/magazine/article/0,9171,875098,00.html truy cap ngay 9 thang 10 nam 2007;
Jacobs, Cold War Mandarin, 152.

> Ba Ngb Dinh Nhu, ‘Mrs. Ngo Defends Stand’ (bai xa luén), New York Times, 14 thang 8 ndm 1963,
32.

>8 Wietnam'’s War and the Buddhists’ (bai x3 luan), New York Times, 14 thang 8 ndm 1963, 32.

> ‘Department of State Daily Staff Summary’ (21 thang 8 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III,
Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tu:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 ndm 2007;
Fisher, ‘The Kennedy Administration and the Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem..., trang 32.

80 ‘Department of State Daily Staff Summary’ (21 thang 8 n&m 1963); Jacobs, Cold War Mandarin,
153.
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cho binh linh ban ha bat ky ai - ca ngudi My va ngudi Viét - ‘co6 mat trén dudng vao

gi& gii nghiém ma khdng chiu dirng lai hodc bd chay’.®!

Viéc ki€ém duyét bdo chi toan dién cling dugc ap dét, vi vay thdng tin lién lac
gitta Sai Gon va Washington thuc t& da bi cit d(t.%? TS New York Times ddc biét
lvu y van dé nay, mot dau dé in dam trén trang nhat ghi ro: ‘Thong diép sau day
dudc phat di tir Sai Gon trudc khi hoat déng kiém duyét dugc ché dd Viét Nam CH
ap dat’.%® Tap chi 7ime cling tung thuat ‘dich vu dién thoai tai tu gia va céng s@
cla tét cd vién chic toa dai si va quan do6i Hoa Ky déu bi cat’ (chit in nghiéng cla
t6i).%* Didu nay rd rang da bado hiéu cho Hoa Ky réng ho dang chiu anh hudng truc
ti€p tu hanh dong cua Diém.

Truyén thong quéc t€ cling trd nén thang thdn han, phan anh nhitng chi
trich cta truyén théng Hoa Ky vé viéc Washington khéng cd hanh déng cu thé
trong gan hai ndm ‘du ché& dd Sai Gon ngay cang mat khd ndng van déng nhing nd
luc 16n hon tir nhitng ngudi dan dad kiét qué vi chién tranh’.®® Quan ngai cua
Washington vé su’ 1én an cia qudc t& dugc thé hién trong mét ban ghi nhd cla
chinh phq, trong do tudng trinh nhiing chi trich sdu rong tir nhiéu t& bao trén khap
thé giGi nham vao viéc Hoa Ky tng hd ché dd Diém.

Theo bao cdo, t8 Guardian xudt ban bang ti€éng Anh cia Mién Dién kéu goi
Hoa Ky trao cho ché d6 mot téi hau thu; Bac Triéu Tién mo ta cac su kién & mién
Nam Viét Nam 13 két qua cla ‘su dan dp nhan tdm ngudi dan bdi nhitng tén dé
qudc Hoa Ky va bu nhin cla ching’.®® T8 T7imes of India, London Times, The
Scotsman va Die Welt (Hamburg) déu yéu cau Washington ha bé ché d6 Diém dong
thdi ‘thiét 1ap méi lién hé véi phe déi 1ap phi cdng san’.t” T& Observer clia Ceylon
(Sri Lanka) dua ra cdo budc rd rang nhat déi véi Hoa Ky vi da ‘gan bd vdi quan
di€ém béat ch&p dao ly rang viéc thué ai chién ddu chéng lai ké thu & nhitng chién
trudng xa x0i khong phai 1a van dé, mién sao ho gilp gitf dudc Phdo dai My an

81 ‘Text of Decree by Diem’, New York Times, 22 thang 8 ndm 1963, trang 2; David Halberstam,
‘Diem Orders Martial law; More Pagodas are Raided’, New York Times, 22 thang 8 nam 1963, trang
1; United Press International, ‘Shoot-to-Kill Order Issued’, New York Times, 22 thang 8 nam 1963,
trang 2.

82 David Halberstam, ‘Vietnamese Put Under Army Law’, New York Times, 22 thadng 8 ndm 1963,
trang 2; United Press International, ‘Shoot-to-Kill Order Issued’, New York Times.

%3 Halberstam, ‘Diem Orders Martial law’, New York Times. .

6  ‘The  Crackdown’, 7ime, 30 thang 8 nam 1963, dan ngudon tir
http://www.time.com/magazine/article/0,9171,940704,00.html truy cap ngay 9 thang 10 nam 2007.
® Bigart, ‘War Against Reds Dominated News’, New York Times.

% Edward R. Murrow, ‘Memorandum from the Director of the United States Information Agency
(Murrow) to the President’ (28 thang 8 ndm 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-
August 1963, dan ngudn ti: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyijf/iii/8163.htm, truy cap
ngay 4 thang 9 ndm 2007.

 Nhu trén.
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toan’.%® Cac nudc khac, chdng han nhu chinh phu Philippines va Campuchia, hy
vong réng cac qudc gia chau A khac sé ciing ho cit dit quan hé ngoai giao Vi Sai
Gon; va ngay ca td Awvanire d1talia cia ngudi Cong gido & Bologne cling da Ién
ti€ng rang, gitia chinh quyén Diém va cac tin d6 Phat gido, ho dit khoat Iua chon
ing hd cac tin d6 Phat gido.%® Nhitng chi trich quc t& khdng chi 1&n an chinh quyén
Viét Nam CH ma lén an ca Washington, dat chinh quyén Kennedy dudi ap luc ghé
gém.

Plng trudc su phan d6i manh mé ca trong nudc va quoc t€ lién quan dén su
dinh liu cla Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam, chinh quyén Kennedy bat dau thao luan viéc lén
k& hoach cho mdt cubc dao chinh 1at d& Diém. Trong mdt birc dién tin cua chinh
pha (ngay 27 thang 8 ndm 1963), dai s&r mé&i dugc bd nhiém t&i Sai Gon khi d6 13
Henry Cabot Lodge da ly giai vé quyét dinh ang h0 mot cudc dao chinh cua
Washington:

Khéng co chinh sdch déi ngoai dai han nao cd thé thuc hién duoc bdi Chinh
phu Hoa Ky néu thiéu su’ ung hd cua Quoc hdi va du luén [dong thoi] au’ luén
Hoa Ky ciing d& cdng thang bdi tinh trang déi xu’ danh cho cac tin dé Phat gido
cing nhu’ nhithg tuyén bé'lién quan. Nhing van dé nay khién cho viéc vién tro
cua Chinh phu Hoa Ky cho Viét Nam trd nén vé cung phutc tap.”

Du bén trong chinh quyén Kennedy ton tai nhirng cudc tranh luan va bat dong giira
phe Uung ho Diém va phe chéng Diém, nhung chinh cac vu tan cong vao chua chién
ngay 21 thang 8 d3 thic ddy phe chdng Diém nd luc 1at d6 Diém. K& hoach nay
dugc dan dét bai Lodge, mot dang vién Cong hoa, ngudi cong khai phan ddi su Ging
ho cua Hoa Ky doi v8i ché do Diém. Tdi thang 10 nam 1963, Lodge da gianh dugc
su' chap thudn s& ‘khéng can trd” mot cudc dao chinh tir Washington.”* Tuy nhién,
ngay sau cac vu tan cdng chua chién ngay 21 thang 8, c6 thé nhanh chdéng nhén ra
rang Diém la mot vat can cho muc ti€éu rong hon cla chinh pha Hoa Ky 1a chién dau
chéng lai chu nghia cong san, va nhu vay, ong ta phai bi loai trur.

Chinh quyén Kennedy ban dau cong khai Ién an cac vu tan cong chua chién
va tuyén bg rang Diém da pha v§ I6i hira xem xét viéc hoa giai véi cac tin do Phat
gido.”?> Ngay 24 thang 8, 3 ngay sau cac vu tan cdng chuia chién, Th{ trudng Ngoai

%8 Nhu trén.

% Nhu trén.

7 Henry Cabot Lodge, ‘Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State’ (5p.m.,
27 thang 8 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon
tu: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cdp ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

"1 *Telegram From the Embassy in Vietnam by Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge to the Department of
State’ (5 thang 10 nam 1963).

’27U.S. Denounced Vietnam For Drive On Buddhists; Charges Breach of Vow’, New York Times, 22
thang 8 ndm 1963, trang 1.
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giao George Ball da chi dao Lodge hdi thic Diém cd nhirng hanh dong manh mé
nham kh&c phuc tinh hinh, dong thdi ‘Bat chap moi nd luc cta anh, néu Diém van
ngoan cb va khudc tu, thi chung ta phai déi mat voi kha nang ban than Diém cing
khéng thé duoc bao toan’” (Tac gid nhan manh). Di kém tuyén bd nay con 1a chi
thi hudng dan nhom phu trach Viét Nam nén bt dau ‘gap rut khao st cac phuang
an tim ngudi 18nh dao thay thé kha di va 1ap k& hoach chi ti€t nham thuc hién viéc
thay thé Diém’.”* Chi thi nay sau dé da dan dén su sup dd cla ché dd Diém vao
thang 11.

Cau chuyén vé cudc dan &p Phat gido ndi bét gilra bdi canh Chién tranh Lanh
va su phat trién cla cac quyén dan su; thé gidi phuong Tay chéng Cong san nhin
nhan cac tin do Phat gido ‘dang dau tranh vi tu do’. Viéc Diém khudc tir trao cho
Phat tr cac quyén binh dang ma dan Cong gido dugc hudng chi khién cho cudc
khing hoang thém phan trdm trong sau cac cudc biéu tinh ngay cang cdng thang
clia gidi Phét gido. Tai giai doan dinh di€ém cla cudc khing hoang khi cac cudc tu
thiéu xay ra, cac tin d6 Phat gido bat dau tich cuc thu hat bao chi phucng Tay va
gid tri tin t&c cta moi hanh dong hy sinh déu to ra c6 stic hat khdng thé cudng lai
ndi d6i véi gidi truyén thdng trén khap thé& gidi. DU cho céc ban tin truyén théng vé
cubc khung hoang Phat gidao cd chinh xac hay khong, ching da gay anh hudng
dang k€ lén du ludn, va vi vy de doa su’ ing hd ma Qudc hdi danh cho cubc chién
tranh cGa Hoa Ky nham chdng lai chi nghia cdng san. Theo cach nay, truyén thong
da anh hudng dén quyét dinh cua chinh quyén Kennedy trong viéc ung hd mot
cudc dao chinh 14t d6 Diém.

GIOT THIEU DU AN NGHIENCUUQUOCTE.NET

Muc dich

Nghiencuuguocte.net 1a mdt du’ an phi chinh tri, phi Igi nhudn nhdm muc dich phat trién ngudn hoc
liéu chuyén nganh nghién cru quéc t€ bang tiéng Viét va thic day viéc hoc tap, nghién clru cac van
dé quoc t€ tai Viét Nam.

Ly do ra dci

Trong khi s6 ngudi hoc tap va nghién cltu vé cac van dé quoc té€ & Viét Nam ngay cang gia tang thi
viéc ti€p can cac tai liéu mang tinh hoc thuat cla thé gidi vé linh vuc nay con rat han ché vi hai ly
do: Th& nhat, cac tai liéu nay thudng phai tra phi mdi ti€p can dugc, trong khi cac trudng dai hoc va
vién nghién cru clia Viét Nam hau nhu khéng c6 chi phi trang trai. Th( hai, cac tai liéu nay cha yéu
dugc xudt ban bang ti€ng Anh, khi€n nhiéu sinh vién, nha nghién cliu, va déc biét la quang dai doc

3 George Ball, ‘Telegram from the Department of State to the Embassy in Vietnam’ (9.36p.m., 24
thang 8 nam 1963), FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume III, Vietnam, January-August 1963, dan nguon tur:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/kennedyif/iii/8163.htm, truy cap ngay 4 thang 9 nam 2007.

"* Nhu trén.
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gid quan tam dén cac van dé quoc té€ nodi chung, gap kho khdn trong viéc ti€p thu, linh
hoi. Nghiencuuquocte.net ra ddi véi hi vong sé gop phan khdc phuc dugc cac van dé trén.

Hoat dong chinh

Hoat dong chinh cla Nghiencuuquocte.net1a bién dich sang ti€ng Viét va xuat ban trén website cla
minh cdc ngudn tai liéu mang tinh hoc thudn bang ti€ng Anh vé linh vuc quan hé qudc té, bao gom
chinh tri quGc t€, kinh té€ qudc t€, va luat phap qudc te.

Cdac tai liéu nay chd yéu la cac bai bao trén cac tap san quoc t€, cac chuong sach, hodc cac tai liéu
tugng ’ng, da dudc xuat ban bdi cac nha xuat ban, cac truéng dai hoc va vién nghién clru co uy tin
trén thé gidi.

Dv an uu tién bién dich va xuat ban:

«  Cac bai viét mang tinh nén tang déi vdi linh vuc nghién clru qudc t€;

«  Cac bai viét co nhiéu anh anh hudng trong linh vuc nay;

«  Cac bai viét lién quan truc ti€p hodc coé anh hudng, ham y gian ti€p dén Viét Nam;
«  Cac bai viét dugc dong dao doc gia quan tam.

Trang chd du &n: http://nghiencuuquocte.net/

Thong tin thém vé Dy an: http://nghiencuuquocte.net/about/

Danh muc cac bai da xuat ban: http://nghiencuuquocte.net/muc-luc/

Theo doi Du an trén Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DAnghiencuuguocte

Y kién dong gdp va moi lién hé xin guri vé: L& Hong Hiép, nghiencuuquocte@gmail.com
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