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Nguon: G. Edward Griffin, “Sinking Lusitania”, in G.E. Griffin, 7he Creature from
Jekyll Island: A Second Look at the Federal Reserve (5th Edition) (California:
American Media, 2010), Chapter 12.

Bién dich: Pham Thi Thu Ha | Hiéu dinh: Lé Hong Hiép

NoOi dung chinh: Vai tro cua J.P. Morgan trong viéc cdp nhiing khoan vay cho
Anh va Phap trong Thé chién I; viéc nhiing khoan vay ndy gap rui ro vao thoi diém
but gan nhu chac chan chién thang, viéc tu b mot con tau Anh va hy sinh nhing
hanh khdch My - mot chién luoc dé kéo My vao cudc chién; Sur dung tién thué cua
nguoi dén My dé tré cho cdc khoan vay.

Ngubn goc cua Thé chién I thudng dudc quy cho su kién Hoang tr Francis
Ferdinard ctia D& ché Ao- Hung bi 4m sat bai mét ngudi Serbia theo chl nghia dan
tdc ndm 1914. DS 1a mét su' si nhuc ddi vdi nude Ao nhung chua da 1a ly do dé dua
thé€ gidi Iun sau vao mot cudc xung dot chét chdc khi€n hon 10 tri€u ngudi bi chét
va 20 triéu ngudi bi thuong. Tré con trong tudi di hoc 8 My dugc day rang 6ng Chu
Sam nhay vao cudc chién “dé lam thé& gidi an toan han cho dan chld”. Nhung nhu
ching ta sap thdy sau day, ti€ng tréng chién tranh cta Hoa Ky dugc gidng Ién bdi
nhitng nguGi mang nhirng muc tiéu it tinh ly tudng hon nhiéu.

TU nlra sau thé ky 18, Cdng thifc Rothschild da kiém soat mdi trudng chinh
tri cla Chau Au. Céc qudc gia gia tdng ddi dau 1an nhau vi tranh chdp bién gidi,
tranh gianh thudc dia va cac tuyén giao thuong. Mot cudc chay dua vii trang da
dugc ti€én hanh trong nhiéu nam, cac déi quan thudng truc vdi s6 lugng I6n dudc
tuyén moé va hudn luyén, nhifng lién minh quén su dudc hinh thanh, tat ca déu
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nhdm chuén bi cho chién tranh. Vu dm sat Ferdinand khdng phai Ia nguyén nhén
ma chi la ngdi nd. N6 chi 13 tia Ira chdm ngdi cho khiu phdo dai bac dudgc 1én dan
dau tién.

Mot su dau tu cho cudc chién

Céc nhu cau cap bach vé chién tranh tai Chau Au budc Anh va Phap 1Un sau vao ng
nan. Khi cac ngan hang trung uang cta cac nudc nay va nhirng ngan hang thuang
mai dia phuong khong con dap ing dudc nhu cau nay, cac quéc gia dang trong
tinh trang nguy khon nay tim dén My va chon Gia toc Morgan - véi vai tro la doi tac
cla nha Rothschilds - lam dai ly phat hanh trai phi€u cho ho. Phan 16n khoan tién
thu dugc theo cach nay nhanh chéng quay tré lai My dé€ thu mua vét tu lién quan
dén chién tranh, va Morgan dugc Iua chon lam dai ly My chuyén thu mua nhitng
vat tu nay. Hoa hong dudc tra cho tat ca cac giao dich theo ca hai chiéu: moét l[an
khi khoan tién dugc mugn va mot lan nifa khi ndé dudc chi ra. Hon nifa, nhiéu céng
ty nhan dudc hgp dong san xuat hoan toan thudc quyén s& hitu cia Morgan hodc
nam chdc chan trong tdm kiém soat vé tai chinh cla Morgan. Nhd mot su’ sép xép
nhu thé, sé khong cd gi bat ngG, nhu ching sé thay sau day, khi Morgan da khéng
qua trong chd cudc chién két thic. Ngay ca nhitng nguGi dang kinh nhat ciling bi 10i
kéo bdi su cdm do cla dong tién khdng 16 nay.

budc viét vao nam 1919, chi vai thang sau khi két thdc chién tranh, John
Moody néi:

Anh va Phap khéng chi chi tra cho nhiing nha cung cdp cta ho bang nhiing
khoan tién dugc cap bdi Phé Wall ma ho con thu mua thong qua cung mot
trung gian d6. Chac chan tap doan Morgan dudc lua chon cho nhiém vu quan
trong nay. Vi thé cudc chién da trao cho PhG Wall mot vai trdo hoan toan mdi.
Trudc do, nd chi la mot tru sé tai chinh, nhung giG day né con trd thanh chg
cdng nghiép I8n nhat ma thé gidi tirng biét dén. Bén canh viéc ban cd phiéu va
trai phi€u, cung cdp von cho nganh dudng sat va thuc hién nhitng nhiém vu
khac ciia mét trung tam ngan hang I6n, Phé Wall bat dau thuc hién nhiing hgp
dong dan phdo, dai bac, tau ngam, chan, quan ao, giay dép, thit hop, bot my
va hang ngan vat phdm khéc can thiét cho viéc theo dudi mét cudc chién 16n.’
Tién bat dau chay tir thang 1 nam 1915 khi Gia tdc Morgan ky hdp dong véi HOoi
ddéng Quén doéi va Hai quan Anh. Thuong vu dau tién that ky la 1a danh d& mua
ngua va khoan tién dugc dau thau la 12 triéu d6. Nhung d6 mdi chi la nhitng giot
nudc dau tién cda trdn mua rao. Téng luong thu mua thuc té sé |1én tén 3 ty do.

! John Moody, The Masters of Capital (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1919), trang 164-165.
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Cong ty trd thanh nguGi mua hang I6n nhat thé gidi, vdi khoan chi Ién dén 10 triéu
do/ngay. Van phong Morgan tai 23 Pho Wall bi bao vay bdi cac nha méi gidi va cac
nha san xuat dang tim cach cé dudc hdp dong. Ngan hang nay da phai dat nhan
vién bao vé & tat ca cac clra cling nhu tai nha & cia cac nhan vién chinh. Hang
thang, Morgan chu tri nhitng thuong vu cé gid tri tuang ducng véi Téng san pham
qudc dan cla toan thé& gidi chi mot thé hé trudc do.>

Trong su6t thdi gian nay, Morgan luén qua quyét manh mé minh la ngudi
yéu chudng hoa binh. Ong da ndi tai Uy ban Quén trang Thugng vién: “Khong ai co
thé ghét chién tranh hon t6i”. Nhung su’ bdc bach ngay thdng dé khé dudc chap
nhan. Lewinsohn nhan xét:

Khoan vay 500 triéu do la dugc ky vao mua thu ndm 1915 mang dén cho nhém
cac ngan hang, ma ngudi di'ng dau la Morgan, mot khoan Igi nhuan rong 9
triéu do... Mot [an nira, nam 1917, chinh phu Phap tra cho Morgan va nhirng
ngan hang khac khoan hoa héng 1,5 triéu do va 1 triéu d6 nira ndm 1918.

Ngoai cac khoan cho vay con cé nguon Igi nhuan khac: Viéc mua va ban tai My
cac loai chitng khodn ma cac nudc déng minh muén ban dé ¢ tién mua dan
dugc tir Hoa Ky. UGc doan rang trong giai doan chién tranh, mét khoan 2 ty do6
luru thong theo cach nay qua tay cla Morgan. Ngay ca khi tién hoa hong rat
nhd, nhitng giao dich v8i quy md nhu vdy cd thé cho dng ta kha ndng anh
hudng tdi thi trudng ching khoan nci cé thé mang lai nhitng Igi thé thuc su...

Su thu ghét chién tranh cla 6ng khong ngan can 6ng, cong dan cia mot qubc
gia trung 13p, cung 'ng cho cac cudng quéc 4.400.000 khau sing trudng tuong
duong vai 194 triéu d6 la... Lgi nhuén nay da bu dap phan nao dé su thu ghét
chién tranh cta 6ng. Riéng vé phan minh, 6ng nhan dugc tir viéc lam dai ly cho
chinh pha Anh va Phap mdt khoan hoa hdng 1% trén cac don hang tong gia tri
3 ty d6. Ngoai 2 do6i tac chinh trén, Morgan con lam viéc cho Nga (véi s6
thuong vu 1én dén 412 triéu do), cho Italy va Canada (quy mé hoat dong kinh
doanh ctia Morgan véi 2 déi tac cudi ndy van chua dudc céng bd)...

J.P. Morgan, va mét vai cong su cua 6ng trong ngan hang, trong thdi gian nay
la ¢6 ddng clia nhitng cdng ty ...v8n cd dugc khoan Igi nhuén khéng 16 tir
nhitng don hang ma Morgan giao cho ho... Thuc su’ dang kinh ngac khi mét
cbng viéc mua sdm trong yéu lai dudc Gy thac cho mét ngudi vira la ngudi mua
va ngudi ban.?

2 Chernow, trang 187-89.
3 Lewinsohn, trang 103-4,222-24.
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Tau ngam U-boat cta Pirc suyt thing trong cudc chién

Tuy nhién cd nhitng dam may den che phu Ph6é Wall khi cudc chién tré nén xau di
vGi phe Dong minh. Khi thdi gian qua di va lich sir cd dong lai, that dé dé quén
rang D¢ va cac Cudng qudc Trung tam da suyt gianh phan thang trudc khi My
tham chién. S& dung mot ham d6i nho gébm nhitng con tau ngam mdi dugc phat
trién, Dlrc da sdp slra cat dit thanh cdng moi ngudn vién trg bén ngoai cho Anh va
cac nudc déng minh. DS 1a mot chién thdng dang kinh ngac va da thay ddi mai mai
khai niém chién tranh hai quan. B¢ cé tat ca 21 tau ngam U-boat, nhung ching
can dudc stra chifa va bao duBng thudng xuyén, nén tai mot thdi diém s8 lugng tdi
da truc ngoai bién chi 1a 7. M3c du thé, tir 1914 dén 1918, tau ngdm Dlc d& danh
chim hon 5.700 tau mat nudc. 300.000 tan hang cua quan dong minh bi chim
xudng day bién mdi tuan. C& bon con tau hai nudc rdi cang cla Anh thi ¢ mot
chiéc khong bao gid trd lai. Trong nhirng nam sau dd, Ngoai trudng Anh Arthur
Balfour viét rang: “Vao thdi gian do, cd vé nhu chiing tdi chdc chan s& thua tran”.*
Robert Ferrell, trong tac phdm Woodrow Wilson va Thé chién I, két ludn: “quan
dong minh da tién gan t&i bd vuc cta tham hoa, khong cd cach nao khac ngoai
chdp nhan nhitng diéu kién cta Bdrc.” William McAdoo, B6 trudng B Tai chinh giai
doan do (va cling la con ré clia Wilson) ndi trong hoi ky cta 6ng:

“Ngudi Anh gan méat hét tinh than trén bién, ho y thlc sdu sdc vé mot tham

hoa ¢ thé xay ra. C6 mdt ndi sg hdi cd cd s6 réng Anh c6 thé bi bé déi dan

dén dau hang trong khdn khd ... Ngay 27/04/1917, Pai st Walter H. Page mat

bdo cho théng thdng rang luong thuc thuc phdm tai Anh khdng du dé cung cép

cho cu dan trong 6 tuan dén 2 thang.”

Trudc tinh hinh trén, Morgan khdng thé tim kiém dugc ngudi mua mdi cho nhitng
trai phiéu chién tranh cla cac nudc déng minh, du d& c6 ngudn vn mdi hay dé
thanh toan cho cac trdi phi€u cli da dén ngay dado han va d6i mat véi nguy cg va
nd. Van dé nay thuc su' nghiém trong bdi mot vai ly do. Néu lugng ban trai phi€u
tam ding lai thi s& khéng c6 tién d€ tiép tuc dau tu cho vat tu chién tranh. Hoa
héng c6 thé bi mat & ca hai dau. Hon nira, néu nhitng trai phiéu dugc ban trudc dé
roi vao tinh trang khong thanh toan dugc, diéu chdc chan sé xay ra néu Anh va
Phap budc phai chdap nhan hoa binh theo cac diéu kién ma buc dua ra, thi cac nha
dau tu s& phai chiu nhitng khoan thua 16 ndng né. Can phai lam diéu gi d8. Nhung
la cai gi? Robert Ferrell ggi y cau tra I0i:

* Balfour MSS, FO/800/208, British Foreign Office records, Public Record Office, London, as cited by
Robert H. Ferrel | , Woodrow Wilson and World War I (New York: Harper & Row, 1985), trang 35.
> Ferrel |, trang 12.
® william G. McAdoo, Crowded Years (New York: Houghton Miffl in, 1931; rpt. New York: Kennikat
Press, 1971), trang 392.
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Gilra thap nién 1930, mot uy ban Thugng vién dirng dau la Gerald P. Nye cla
bang Bac Dakota d& diéu tra viéc budn ban vi khi trudc ndm 1917 va néu Ién
mot kha ndng rang chinh quy&n Wilson dd tham chién bdi cac ngan hang My
can phai bao vé nhitng khoan vay clia cac nudc ddéng minh.’

Nhu da dugc William McAdoo dé cdp & trén, dai s& My & Anh vao thdi diém dd la
Walter Hines Page, mdt thanh vién Gy thac cia mét td chirc xa hdi cla Rockefeller
c6 tén goi 1a HOi ddng Gido duc Tong hdp. Uy ban Nye xac nhan réng, bén canh
luang chinh phd von bi 6ng ta phan nan la khong du, Page con nhan dugc mot
khoan phu cap 25.000 d6/ndm (mdt con s6 khdng 16 vao ndm 1917) tir Cleveland
Dodge, chu tich Ngan hang National City Bank cua Rockefeller. Ngay 15/03/1917,
Dai s Page gi mét bic dién cho BO Ngoai giao tom tdt cubc khing hoang tai
chinh tai Anh. B&i nhirng ngu6n cap von mdi da can kiét, theo 6ng cach duy nhat
dé€ duy tri cudc chién 1a nhan tai trg truc tiép tor B6 Tai chinh My. Tuy nhién, bdi
hanh déng nay vi pham cac hiép udc trung 1&p, My c6 thé phai tir bé vi tri trung 1ap
clia minh va nhay vao cudc chién. Ong noi:

T6i cho rang ap luc cla cudc khing hoang dang tdi gan da vuct ra ngoai kha

nang Ung phoé cta Co quan Tai chinh Morgan dGi v@i chinh pht Phap va Anh...

Su' gilip d& 16n nhat ching ta c6 thé danh cho cac quéc gia Ddng minh 13 mdt

khoan tin dung nhu vay... Trlr khi ching ta tham chién ch6ng lai Ddc, thi chinh

pht clia ching ta tat nhién khéng thé cung cdp mét khoan trg cdp tin dung

truc tiép nhu vay.8
Tap doan Morgan da cho Anh va Phap vay mot khoan tri gia 1,5 ty d6 la. Véi viéc
cudc chién nay tréd nén bat Igi cho ho, cac nha dau tu phai doi mat véi nguy co thua
16 hoan toan. Nhu Ferdinand Lundberg quan s&t: “Su tuyén chién ctia My, ngoaiviéc
gidi cltu nhitng dong ho giau nhat nudc My khdi mét tinh trang nguy hiém, thi con
m& ra mét trién vong Igi nhuan méi.”

Pai ta House

O giai doan nay, mét trong nhitng ngudi cé anh hudng nhét diing & hdu trudng la
Pai ta Edward Mandell House, cd van riéng cua Woodrow Wilson, va sau dé la cla
Franklin D. Roosevelt. House c6 mdi lién hé mat thiét véi ca J.P. Morgan va nhifng
gia tdc ngan hang lau ddi cia Chau Au. Ong ¢ vai ndm hoc tap tai Anh va, trong

’ Ferrel |, trang 88.

8 Quoted by Ferdinand Lundberg, America’s Sixty Families (New York: Vanguard Press, 1937), trang
141. Also see Link et al ., eds., The Papers of Woodrow Wilson, Vol . 41 (1983), trang 336-37,
cited by Ferrel | , trang 90.

° Lundberg, trang 141-42
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nhitng ndm sau do, vay quanh 8ng 1a nhitng thanh vién tiéu biéu ctia Hoi Fabian.
Thém vao do, 6ng con la ngudi cd nhiéu tai san, phan 16n cé dugc trong cudc noi
chién Hoa Ky. Cha 6ng, Thomas William House, lam dai dién bi mat cho cac ngan
hang London &n danh tai Hoa Ky. Ong dugc cho 1a dai dién cua Rothschilds. M3c du
dinh cu tai Houston, Texas, ngudi cha thudng nhac nhd rang 6ng mudn con 6ng
“biét va phung su’ cho Anh quéc”. Ong 1& mét trong sb it cu dan clia mdt bang ly
khai mién Nam budc ra khdi cudc ndi chién véi mét khai tai san 16n.

Pai ta House dudc thira nhan rong rai la nguGi da lua chon Wilson cho vi tri
g cU vién téng thdng va cling 13 ngudi dam bao Wilson dugc dang dé cur.'® Ong
trd thanh ngudi ddong hanh trung thanh cia Wilson, va tdng thdng d& céng khai
thira nhan réng dng phu thudc rat nhiéu vao cac chi dan cua Dai ta House. Nhiéu
quyét dinh b& nhiém quan trong cla Wilson trong chinh phu do House tan tay lua
chon. Ong va Wilson thdm chi con di xa han khi phat trién mét bang mat ma ca
nhan nhd d ho cd thé giao tiép tu do qua dién thoai.'' Chinh tng théng da tirng
viét: “Ong House 1a nhan cach th( hai cua téi. Ong &y 1a phan khéc cla tdi. Suy
nghi cia 6ng va cua toi 1a mot.”*2

George Viereck, mdt ngudi viét tiéu sir ngudng md House, ndi vdi ching ta:

House ndm doan dai biéu Texas trong tay... Ludn ludn di chuyén 18ng & phia

sau, 6ng da dung lén va ha xuéng nhiéu thong d6c bang Texas... House Iua

chon Wilson bdi vi 6ng danh gia Willson la ('ng c(r vién sang gia nhat...

Trong sudt 7 nam, Dai téd House la hién than khac cta Wilson. Trong 6 nam

dng chia sé cung Wilson moi quyét dinh trir viéc bd nhiém chlc danh Chanh én

toa an t6i cao Hoa Ky. Trong 6 nam, ong dudc toan quyén st dung hai phong &

nlra phia Bac ctia Nha Trang... Chinh House la ngudi Ién danh sach cho NGi cac,

xay dung nhitng chinh sach dau tién cua Chinh phu va truc ti€p diéu hanh quan

hé ddi ngoai cia My. Ching ta thuc t& ¢ hai tong thdng trong mdtl... La Siéu

dai sur, ong ndi chuyén vdi cac vi vua va hoang dé€ nhu la mot ngudi dong cap.

Ong 1a t8ng tu’ 1énh tinh than ctia Chinh phd, 1a ngudi thuyén trudng chéo i

con thuyén nay."

10 7he Columbia Encyclopedia (Third Edition, 1962, trang 2334) néi réng su’ dé clr ciia Dang Dan chu
danh cho Wilson khi William Jennings Bryan chuyén sang Ung hd 6ng la “do Edward M. House
dan dat." Chi tiét xem thém Martin, trang 155.

1 Charles Seymour, The Intimate Papers of Colonel House (New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1926),
Vol . I, trang 114-15.

12 Seymour, Vol . I, trang 114.

3 George Sylvester Viereck, The Strangest Friendship in History: Woodrow Wilson and Colonel
House (New York: Liveright Publishers, 1932), trang 4, 18-19,33, 35.
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Mot hiép dinh bi mat kéo My vao cudc chién

Khi cudc bau clr tdng thdng sap tdi gan nhiém ky th( hai ciia Wilson, Dai ta House
tham gia vao mot chudi dam phan bi mat vdi Sir William Wiseman, ngudi ¢é quan
hé mat thiét vGi Pai si' quan Anh tai Washington va la nguGi c6 vai tro nhu mot
trung gian bi mat giira House va BO Ngoai giao Anh. Charles Seymour viét: “Giira
House va Wiseman d3 sdm c6 mot vai bi mat chinh tri.”** Diéu nay lam Ngoai
trudng William Jennings Bryan khong hai long. Ba Bryan, dong tac gia cudn hoi ky
cla chong ba, viét:
Trong khi B6 trudng Bryan dang phai chiu nhitng trach nhiém nang né cua B6
Ngoai Giao, thi mét tinh trang ky la ndi 1én quanh mdi quan hé khdng chinh
thirc gitta 6ng E.M. House vdi tdng thdng va nhitng chuyén cdng tac nudc
ngoai clia éng dé gidi quyét cac van dé ddi ngoai cta chinh phi ma khéng
thdng qua Bd trudng Bryan... Tong théng da giao thiép mdt cach khdng chinh
thirc véi cac qudc gia khac.

Muc dich cta nhitng giao dich nay la gi? Khdng c6 gi khac ngoai giai quyét van dé
liéu MY cd thé tham chién khdng. Viereck giai thich:

10 thang trudc cudc bau cr gili Wilson & lai Nha Trang ndm 1916 “bdi 6ng gitr
nudc My dirng ngoai cudc chién,” bai ta House da dam phan mét hiép dinh bi
mat vdi Phap va Anh thay mat Wilson qua dé cam két My sé can thi€p vao cudc
chién theo phe cac nudc dong minh.

Ngay 9/3/1916, Woodrow Wilson chinh thirc phé chudn cam két nay. Néu viéc
dam phan va ky két gilra Dai ta House va cac lanh dao ctia Anh va Phap dén tai
dan My trudc cude bau clr, nd cd thé da tao ra lan sdng du luan khén ludng...

TU cudoc dam phan nay va mot loat cudc hdi nghi khac vdi Sir Edward Grey,
Hiép udc bi mat da dudc xay dung ma khong can thong bao va cd su thong
qua cla Thugng vién Hoa Ky, qua dé Woodrow Wilson va House tréi My vao cd
xe ngua cua phe Lién minh... Sau cudc chién, ndi dung cta ban hiép dinh bi ro
ri ra ngoai la van dé dau tién dugc ban tan. bai si Page ban luan rat nhiéu vé
van dé nay. Dai td House nodi V€ lich st cla nd. C. Hartlet Grattan cling phan
tich ky van dé nay trong cubn sach cta 6ng co6 tua dé 7a/i sao chung ta tham
chién (Why We Fought). Nhung vi mot vai ly do khé ly giai, y nghia to I6n cua
su' tiét 16 nay chua bao gi dudc ngudi dan My biét dén rong rai.*

% Seymour, Vol . II, trang 399.

1> William Jennings Bryan and Mary Baird Bryan, The Memoirs of William Jennings Bryan (New York:
Kennikat Press, 1925), Vol .II, trang 404-5.

16 Viereck, trang 106-08. V&n dé nay, cling véi ban ghi chi day du ctia Sir Edward, dudc thao luan
trong The Memoirs of William Jennings Bryan Vol. II, trang404-6.
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Diéu khoan co ban cua Hiép dinh nay la chinh phi My sé dé nghi dam phan mot
giai phap hoa binh gilra Birc va cac nudc BDong minh va sau ddé sé dua ra mét dé
xuat dac biét cho nhitng diéu khoan cla giai phap nay. Néu mot trong hai bén tu
chGi dé xuat nay thi My sé tham chién vdi tu cach dong minh cta phe con lai. Muc
tiéu la ndi dung cia dé xudt dudc 18p can than dé Dlc khéng thé chdp nhén. Vi
thé, ddi vai thé gidi, co vé nhu Duc 1a phia cd 16i va My van cé tinh nhan dao. Nhu
Pai st Page ndi trong ban ghi ngay 09/02/1916:
House di chuyén giita Berlin- Harve- Paris dé néi vé kha nang can thiép clia My.
Dau tién, ké hoach cua 6ng ay la 6ng ay va téi va mét nhom trong ndi cac Anh
(Grey, Asquith, Lloyd George, Reading, vv...) nén ngay lap ti'c thao ra mot
chuang trinh hoa binh t8i thiéu dé phe Déng minh chdp nhén, cdi ma theo
House |a Dirc khdng thé ddng y. Sau dé Thdng théng sé dua chuong trinh nay
trinh bay cho ca hai phe; bén nao tir chdi s€ phai chiu trach nhi€ém doi véi viéc
chién tranh tiép dién... T4t nhién, diém y&u chét ngudi vé mit dao dirc cia dé
an ndi trén la ching ta (My) phai lin sau vao cudc chién, khong phai bdi
nguyén nhan bat budc ma bdi mét toan tinh da dugc chuén bi ky ludng."’

Nhin bé ngoai, cd mét nghich ly la Wilson, ngugi luon luén ung ho hoa binh, nay lai
tham du mdt hiép dinh bi méat véi cac cudng qudc nudc ngoai dé kéo My vao mdot
cudc chién tranh ma nudc My cé thé dé dang né tranh. Chia khda co thé gidi ma bi
an nay la su that rdng Wilson ciing la mét ngudi theo chl nghia quéc té. M6t trong
nhirng mai lién hé mat thiét nhat gilra House va Wilson la udc ma chung cua ho vé
mot chinh phd toan cau. Ho déu nhéan ra rang ngudi My sé khong bao gid chap
nhan khai niém nay trir khi cd nhitng tinh ti€t giam nhe. Ho cho rdng mot cudc
chién ddm mau kéo dai c6 thé 1a su’ kién duy nhat cé thé tac dong dén suy nghi
ngudi My khi€n ho chap nhan ti bo chu quyén qudc gia, dac biét néu n6é dugc bao
boc bdi IGi hira sé dat dau cham hét cho moi cudc chién trong tuong lai. Wilson
cling biét rang néu My tham chién du s6m dé tao ra mot diéu thuc su’ khac biét
trong cudc chién, va néu mot lugng 16n do la dudc cac nudc déng minh vay, ong sé
¢ dugc vi thé dé dét ra cac diéu khoadn hoa binh sau chién tranh. Ong viét cho Dai
ta4 House: “Anh va Phap khéng cd cing quan diém vé hoda binh nhu chiing ta theo
bt clr cach nao. Khi cudc chién két thic, ching ta cé thé ép cac nudc nay theo suy
nghi ctia ching ta bdi Iic dé ho s& bj phu thudc tai chinh vao ching ta.”® Va sau
dé Wilson da phai chiu dung mot thir cdm xuc 1an 16n khi chinh 6ng dan dung cudc
chién nhu 1a mdt diéu xdu xa can thiét d&€ mang lai cai ma dng cho la diéu tét nhét,
do la chinh pha toan cau.

17 Quoted by Viereck, trang 112-13.
18 Quoted by Ferrel |, trang 88.
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Pau ndm 1917, Tong thdng da bat dau hé 16 vé cudc chién va chinh pht
toan cau trong hau hét cac bai phat biéu cdng khai. Trong mdt tuyén bd tiéu biéu
thang 3 cung nam, ong nodi: “Nhirng su kién bi kich trong 30 thang rdi loan nghiém
trong ma chung ta vira trai qua da bién ching ta trd thanh cac cong dan cua thé
gidi. S& khoéng cé dudng quay lai. Van ménh cla dan tdc ching ta gan lién vdi van
ménh thé& gidi, du van ménh dé c6 may man hay khéng.”*

Ciling chinh khoang thdgi gian nay Wilson da cung véi nhirng nha lanh dao
cta Pang Dan chu trong Qudc hdi cling nhau cé mdt budi hop 8n sang ddc biét tai
Nha Trdng. Ong d& trinh bay vdi ho r&ng mdc du céng ching khdng ddng tinh
nhung co rat nhiéu ly do hdp ly d€ nudc My nhay vao cudc chién, va dng dé nghi
ho gilp 6ng thuyét phuc Qudc hdi va cur tri vé ké hoach nay. Harry Elmer Bannes
cho biét:

Nhitng vi nay phan ddi chién tranh va tir chdi kich liét dé xuat cta 6ng. Wilson
biét rang ngay trudc ky bau cir ma lam dang bi chia ré la khéng nén, vi thé 6ng
gat van dé nay sang mét bén va cung vdi Dai ta House vach ra mét dé cuang
hoa binh cho chién dich tranh c sap téi. Théng déc Martin Glynn cia New York
va thugng nghi si Ollie James ctia Kentucky dugc clr t&i HOi nghi St. Louis dé
phat biéu dan dé trén co sd khau hiéu: “Ong &y gilt ching ta diing ngoai
chién”... Trudc khi tuyén thé nham chirc lan thir hai, ngudi Blc da trao Igi thé
vao tay 6ng khi théng bado ndi lai chién tranh tau ngam... D6 1a diéu may man
cho Anh va cac ngan hang khi ma ngudi Bic pham sai [am dung lic nay, khi
ma Anh da tham chi khoan tin dung ma My cung cap cho la han 450 triéu do la
va cac ngan hang dang gap khé khan trong viéc phat hanh thém cac khoan cho
vay ca nhan I8n. D3 dén Iic chuyén ganh ndng tai chinh ca phe Lién minh cho
B6 Tai chinh lién bang.?

Thuyét phuc ngu'ci My vé chién tranh

Thong qua nhirng hiép dinh va am muu bi mat, My da cam két tham chién, nhung
cac nha chinh tri va tién t& nhan ra réng van con viéc can lam dé thay ddi quan
diém cutia cdng ching. Lam thé nao dé dat dugc muc dich nay?

Su' kiém soat ctiia Phé Wall déi vai nhitng phan doan quan trong cua truyén
thong la rat dang luu tdm. George Wheeler ndi vdi ching toi rang: “Quanh thdi
diém dd, cong ty Morgan dang chon nha quan ly cap cao cho Cdng ty xuét ban lau

19 Ferrel |, trang 12.

% Harry Elmer Barnes, In Quest of Truth and Justice: De-Bunking the War Guilt Myth (Chicago:
National Historical Society, 1928; rpt. New York: Arno Press & The New York Times, 1972), trang
104. DE biét mdt tudng thudt khac vé cudc hop nay, xem Viereck, trang180-83.

©Dwv dn Nghiencuuquocte.net 9




Bién dich: Pham Thj Thu Ha | Hiéu dinh: L& Hong Hiép [X

dsi dang gap rac r6i la Harper & Brothers.... Trong linh vuc bado chi, Pierpont
Morgan trong giai doan nay dang ndm quyén kiém soat t& New York Sun,... Boston
News Bureau, tap chi Barron’s, va t& Wall Street Journal™*

Ngay 09/02/1917, Ha nghi si Callaway dén tU Texas tham du hdi nghi va
cung cap thém céach nhin. Ong néi:

Thang 3 nam 1915, cac nhom Igi ich thudc J.P. Morgan, cac nhéom vé linh vuc
sat thép, dong tau va thudc sung cling cac cong ty con chon ra 12 ngudi sang
gid nhat trong nganh béo chi thé giGi va thué ho dé chon ra nhiing t& bdo cé
siic anh hudng nhat nudc My va mdt s& ngudi trong s6 ho gilp quan ly téng
thé céc chinh sach ap dung cho nhitng &n phdm xuét ban hang ngay... Ho nhan
ra chi cdn ndm dudgc quyén kiém soat 25 trong sd cac t& bao t6t nhat... Mot
thoa thuan da dugc thong qua; chinh sach cla cac td bao da bi mua chudc va
thanh todn ngay trong thang; mét bién tap vién dugc bd sung thém cho moi t&
bado gilip ho gidam sat va chinh slra thong tin lién quan dén nhirng cau hoi vé su
san sang tham chién, chinh sach quan su va tai chinh va nhitng van dé trong
nudc va qudc t& phu hgp véi Igi ich clia nhitng ngudi mua chudc.?

Charles S. Mellen dén tir Cong ty Budng sat New Haven lam chirng trudc Qudc hoi
rang cong ty dudng sat cta 6ng, thuc chat do Morgan lam chu, c6 hon 1.000 bién
tap vién New England trong bién ché, ton khoang 400.000 USD/ndm. Cong ty
dudng sat cling nam gilr gan ndra triéu d6 dudi hinh thic trai phi€u do Boston
Herald phat hanh.?®> Mang Iudi kifm soat nay dugc nhan 1&n bdi hang trém cong ty
lién quan dudc kiém sodt cling bdi Morgan va nhitng ngan hang dau tu khac.

Thém vao dd, Morgan con thuc hién viéc kiém soadt phuong tién truyén
thong thong qua siic manh cla quang cdo. Viét nam 1937, Lundberg trinh bay
rang: “J.P. Morgan ki€m soat lugng quang cao nhiéu han bat cr tap doan tai chinh
don 1é nao, mét yéu td ngay lap tirc khién cac nha xuat ban doc lap phai danh su
chl y day né trong cho ngan hang nay.”*

Viéc Morgan kiém soat phucng tién truyén théng vao giai doan dé da dugc
ghi chép rd rang, nhung khong cé nghia chi c6 mét minh 6ng hoat dong trong linh
vuc nay. Tai phién diéu tran ndm 1912 dudc t6 chirc bai Uy ban Dic quyén va Bau
cr Thugng vién, Ha nghi si Joseph Sibley dén tir Pennsylvania dugdc tiét 10 la da lam
trung gian rét tién cua Fockefeller t&i rat nhiéu Nghi si. MGt 1a thu dugc gidi thiéu
tai Uy ban do Sibley viét ndm 1905 gui t&i John D. Archbold, ngudi thudc Cong ty

21 George Wheeler, Pierpont Morgan and Friends: The Anatomy of a Myth (Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey: Prentice Hal | , 1973), trang 283-84.

22 Congressional Record, Vol . 54, Feb. 9, 1917, trang 2947.

2 Lundberg, trang 257. [khoan tién $400,000 ndm 1915 tuong duong véi $4,400,000 ngay nay]

2% | undberg, trang 252.
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Standard Oil cua Rockefeller va cling la ngugi cung cap khoan tién. Trong Ia thu,
Sibley ndi: “Mot phong bién tap hiéu qua la can thiét, khong phai chi cho mo6t ngay
hay mét cudc khiing hodng ma la dé kiém soét lanh manh |au dai hdng Associated
Press va cac cd quan tuong tu. Viéc nay sé ton kém nhung cudi cung s€ la cach tiét
kiém nhat.”?

Lundberg nhan xét thém:

Thoéng tin cé dudc cho tdi luc nay cho thdy Rockefellers da tir bé chinh sach cil

la s& hitu hoan toan cac tG bao va tap chi, thay vao dé gid day ong dua vao

cac &n pham thudc moi thanh phan dé& phuc vu t6t nhét Igi ich cua ho, déi 18y

mot lugng I6n dau mo va quang cdo (cho) dong minh dudi su chi dao cua

Rockefeller. Sau khoi J.P. Morgan, Rockefellers cé trong tay Iugng quang céo

nhiéu hon bat c t& chlfic nao khac. Va khi chi minh quang cdo khdng du hiéu

qua trong viéc dam bao su trung thanh cia mot td bdo thi cac cong ty cla

Rockefeller dugc biét 1a da truc ti€p chi ra d€ ddi 1dy thai d6 hgp tac tir cac

bién tap vién.*®
Vi thé khong ngac nhién khi mot phan I6n bao chi qudc gia, dac biét la & mién
Dong, bat dau Ién ti€ng phé phan Dirc. Nhitng 16i kéu goi ti€n hanh cudc chién
chdng lai “ké thu cta nén van minh phuong Tay” lan rong khap ca nudc. Cac bién
tap vién tré nén hung hodn vé trach nhiém yéu nudc cla tat ca ngudi dan My dé bao
vé nén dan chu thé gidi. Cac cudc tuan hanh va didu binh I6n thé hién tinh than san
sang chién d&u da dugc t6 chlc trén pham vi 16n.

Nhung nhu thé van chua du. M3c du da to chic chién dich 16n dé 16i kéo
ldng tin, ngusi dan My van khong bi c&n cau. Cac cudc thdm do dugdc thuc hién giai
doan nay thé hién tdm Iy chung van 1a tng ho viéc ding ngoai cudc chién & Chau
Au. R3 rang, can phai lam diéu gi d6 quyét liét va nghiém trong hon dé thay déi
quan diém clia cdng chdng.

Morgan kiém soat hang hai

Ngan hang khong phai linh vuc kinh doanh duy nhat ma Morgan cé Igi ich tai chinh
I6n. S dung quyén ki€ém sodt déi véi nganh dudng sat qudc gia lam don by tai
chinh, dng da tao ra mdt linh vuc déc quyén trong linh vuc van chuyén dudng bién
qulc té€ gom ca hai hang tau I6n nhat Bdc cong véi mbt trong hai hang tau I6n
nhat tai Anh, hdng White Star Lines. Ndm 1902, Morgan d3 tirng nd luc kiém soat
n6t hang tau I6n con lai cia Anh, Cunard Company, nhung 6ng bi ngan can bgi Hai

% [Ibid., trang 97, 249.
% Ibid., trang 247.
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quan Anh bdi ho muén gilr Cunard ndm ngoai tdm kiém soét cla cac thé luc nudc
ngoai dé€ tau cla Cunard cd thé dugc dua vao phuc vu quén ddi trong thdi chién
néu can. Tau Lusitania va Mauretania do Cunard déng trg thanh d6i thd canh tranh
chinh cuta cartel cia Morgan. Bdi vay, mot chu thich tha vi cta lich s la theo quan
di€ém cla Morgan, su ton tai cla tau Lusitania la khdng can thiét. Ron Chernow giai
thich:

Pierpont d& xay dung mét k& hoach cho mét céng ty hang hai My dé chuyén
ddi nguyén tac “cdng ddng Igi ich” — tirc su hgp tac clia cac ddi thu canh tranh
trong mot nganh céng nghiép ndo dd - sang pham vi toan cau. Ong tao ra...
(ham d0i) tu nhan I&n nhat thé gidi... MOt kién tric su’ quan trong trong viéc
xay dung cong ty doc quyén hang hai la Albert Ballin, ma hang tau hai nudc
Hamburg-Amerika Steamship Line ngi 6ng lam chu sé hitu hang tram con tau,
la hang tau 16n nhat thé gidi... Pierpont phai chién dau véi déc nhat mot hang
tau, hang Cunard cla Anh...Sau chién tranh Boer, tap doan Morgan va Cunard

lam kiét qué 1an nhau bdi cac cudc chién gidm I3i suat.”

Nhu trinh bay & trén, Morgan dugc gilr lam dai ly thuong mai chinh thdc cia Anh.
Ong giai quyét viéc mua tat ca cac loai vat tu chién tranh tai My cling nhu’ sdp xép
viéc van chuyén. Tiép budc nha Rothschild & nhitng thé ky trudc d, 6ng nhanh
chéng hoc dudc nhitng ky nang lam ra Igi nhuan tUr viéc budn 13u trong thdi chién.
Colin Simpson, tac gia cla cuén 7he Lusitania, miéu ta hoat dong nay nhu sau:
Subt giai doan My ding trung lap, cac quan nhan mac thudng phuc cla Anh
lam viéc tai cdng ty cia Morgan. T& hgp ngan hang I6n nay nhanh chéng tao
nén mang ludi mé cung nhitng chu hang gia, tai khoan ngan hang va ca vat
pham budn 1au. Khdng chi Blc thiét hai ma con cé nhitng trudng hgp nghiém
trong khac khi ching anh hudng dén Hai quan va hang Cunard, chua noi téi
nhitng hanh khach khéng may man trén nhitng chuyén tau c6 chira hang lau.?®

Tau Lusitania

Lusitania la mot tau chd khach cua Anh thuGng xuyén thuc hién hanh trinh gilra
Liverpool va New York. Con tau nay thudc vé Cunard Company, cong ty ma nhu da
trinh bay & trén, la hang tau I6n duy nhat dugc coi la d6i thu canh tranh cla cartel
Morgan. Tau rdi cang New York ngay 1 thang 5 nam 1915, va bi tau ngam D(c
danh chim gan bd bién Ireland 6 ngay sau dd. Trong s6 1.195 ngudi thiét mang cd
195 ngudi My. Hon bat cir su kién nao khac, chinh su kién nay da mang lai cho

% Chernow, trang 100-01
28 Col in Simpson, The Lusitania (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1972), trang 50.
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nhitng ngudi ung hd chién tranh mdt nén tang thuyét phuc cho quan diém cla ho,
va nd trd thanh budc ngodt trong suy nghi clia ngudi My khi ho bat dau mién
cudng chap nhan néu khong phai su’ can thiét cua cudc chién thi it nhat cling la kha
nang khdng thé tranh khai clia no.

Thong tin tau Lusitania la mot tau chd hanh khach la khdng chinh xac. Mac
du con tau dugc xay dung rat sang trong, cau tric dac biét cia nd dudc thiét ké
bdi Hai quan Anh dé con tau cd thé dugc chuyén déi khi can thiét thanh mdt chiéc
tau chién. Tat ca moi th( tir cong suat cia dong cd va hinh dang cua than tau cho
tdi vi tri cia khu vuc luu trilr dan dudc, trén thuc té€ déu dudc thiét ké cho hoat
ddng quan su. Con tau dugc dic biét xay dung d€ mang theo 12 khau sing c3
nong 6 inch. Chi phi xdy dung dé cé dudc nhitng tinh ndng nay do chinh phi Anh
chi tra. Ngay ca trong thdi binh, cac thuyén vién dudc yéu cau gébm ca si quan va
thuy thu cda luc lugng du bi Hai quan Hoang gia.

Thang 5/1913, tau dudc dua trd lai xudng va trang bi thém vo boc thép, cac
vong siing xoay dudc trén bong tau va ké phao trong khoang chira dan. Thang kéo
tay d€ nang dan phdo cho vao sting cling dugc I3p dat. 12 khdu phao hda luc manh
dudc van chuyén tdi xudng. T4t ca diéu nay dudc ghi chép cdng khai tai Bdo tang
Hang hai Quéc gia tai Greenwich, Anh, nhung liéu nhitng kh3u dai bac nay cé thuc
su dugc 18p dat trong thdi gian dé thi vAn con nhiéu tranh luan. Khéng cé béng
chiing cho diéu nay. Nhung trong bat cr trudng hgp nao, vao ngay 17 thang 9, tau
Lusitania van trd lai bién san sang cho su khic nghiét clia cudc chién, va con tau
dugc dua vao danh ba ham doi Hai quan dudi danh nghia khong phai la tau chdé
khach ma la mét tau tudn ducng bd trg cd vii trang! Sau nay, con tau dugc liét ké
trong &n phdm Jane’s Fighting Ships 1a tau tuan duong phu trg va trong &n pham
The Naval Annual ciia Anh 1a tau budn c6 vii trang.?®

Tai xudng, su’ stra ddi gdbm ca viéc loai bo tat ca phong cho hanh khéch tai
tdng dudi tau dé tao nhiéu khoang tréng hon cho hang hda quéan su. Sau do, con
tau trd thanh mdt trong nhitng phuong tién quan trong nhat chuyén van chuyén
vat tu chién tranh, gdbm ca dan dugc tUr My sang Anh. Ngay 8 thang 3 nam 1915,
sau vai lan giap mat véi tau ngam Duc, thuyén trudng tau Lusitania xin tU chirc.
Ong ndi 6ng san sang ddi mat véi cac tau ngam U-boat nhung 6ng khdng thé “chiu
trach nhiém cho viéc tron 13n gitra hanh khach va dan dugc hay hang budn 15u.”°

» Simpson, trang 17-28, 70.
30 Simpson, trang 87
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Churchill dat bay

Theo quan diém cta ngudi Anh, moi th(r da rét rd rang. Trir khi My bi kéo vao cubc
chién vdi vai tro la dong minh cda ho thi Anh sé sém phai chdap nhan cac diéu
khoan hoa binh. Thach thic & day la 1am thé nao dé€ day My ra khdi vi tri trung 1ap
“cl’ng dau”. Bang cach nao dé& lam dugc diéu nay la mét trong nhitng khia canh
gdy tranh cdi cta cudc chién. Nhiéu ngudi khd cd thé tudng tugng dugc viéc nhifng
ngudi dirng dau nudc Anh co thé cb y dan dung viéc danh dam mot trong nhirng
con tau cta ho cung va@i nhirng cong dan My trén tau véi muc dich kéo My vao cubc
chién theo phe déng minh. Chdc chan, y tudng nay chi la tuyén truyén cta Dic.
Robert Ballard, viét trén t& National Geographic, ndi rang: “Mdy ngay sau vu tau
chim, nhitnhg ngudi c6 cam tinh vdi BUc tai New York dua ra mot thuyét am muu.
Ho cho rdng Hai quan Anh d3 cd tinh dé 16 sc hd cua tau Lusitania, hi vong rang
con tau cd thé bi tdn cdng va nhd thé kéo My vao cudc chién.”!

Hay xem xét ky han thuyét am muu nay. Winston Churchill, Ianh dao t6i cao
clia Hai quéan Anh thdi diém dé, néi:

C6 rét nhiéu ki€u mua meo trong chién tranh... C6 su’ muu meo vé thdi gian,

vé ngoai giao, cd khi hoc, tam ly hoc; tat ca tach biét khoi cudc chién, nhung

6 thé tac dong trd lai cudc chién... Sy muu meo dé kéo mot ddong minh tham

gia vao chién trudng la cd ich nhu thdng mét trdn danh 16n. Sy’ muu meo dé

dat dugc mot dia diém chién lugc quan trong co thé it gia tri hon su muu meo

dé€ xoa diu hodc gdy chodng vang mét déi tugng trung 1ap mét cach nguy

hiém.*
Su muu meo ma Churchill lua chon rd rang 1a qué tan nhan.Theo cai dudc goi 13
Nguyén tac Cruiser, tau chién cla ca Anh va Ddc phai cho thuyén vién cta nhirng
tau budn khong dugc trang bi v khi cia ké thu cd hoi dugc Ién thuyén cru sinh
trudc khi danh chim nd. Nhung thang 10 ndm 1914, Churchill ra Iénh rang tau budn
cta Anh khdng can tuan theo yéu cdu clia cac U-boat phai dirng lai va bi kiém tra.
N&u cé trang bi vii trang, ho phai san sang chién d&u. Néu khdng dugc trang bi vii
trang, ho phai san sang dam vao tau ngam. Két qua ngay lap tlc cla su thay doi
nay 1a budc tau ngdm Ddc phai nam chim dudi nudc dé tu bao vé va don gian la
danh chim cac con tau ma khéng canh bao trudc.

31 "Riddle of the Lusitania," by Robert Ballard, National Geographic, April , 1994, trang 74.
32 Winston Churchi | |, The World Crisis (New York: Scribner's Sons, 1949), trang 300. N&i dung nay
cling xuat hién & trang 464 cta cudn The Barnes & Noble, tai ban nam 1993.
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Tai sao Anh lai mudn lam diéu ngu ng6c nhu vay, cai sé phai tra gid bang
mang song cua hang nghin thuiy tha cta ho? Cau tra I8i la dé khéng phai la mot
hanh déng ngu ngdc. D6 1a mot chién luoc mau lanh. Churchill khoe rang:

Bién phap d6i phd dau tién cia Anh, ma tbi chiu trach nhiém... la ngan can

ngudi Buc thuc hién cubc tdn cdng trén mat bién. Tau ngam U-boat phai phu

thudc nhidu hon vao nhitng tran danh dudi nudc, dan dén rui ro 16n hon 13

nham tau cla cac bén trung 1ap vdi tau clia Anh, dan dén danh chim céc thly

tha doan trung 14p va qua dé kéo Dirc vao ric rdi véi cac cudng quéc khac.*

PE lam téng kha ndng vd tinh danh chim tau cla cic cudng qudc trung lap,
Churchill Iénh cho cac tau Anh xda tén trén than cta ching va khi neo & cang thi
treo cd clia qudc gia trung 1ap 1€n, uu tién cd My. DE khiéu khich hon nita, hai quan
Anh dugdc yéu cau ddi x(r vGi nhitng thuyén vién tau U-boat bi bat khéng phai nhu
tu binh chién tranh ma nhu nhitng ké pham trong t6i. Churchill viét: “"Nhirng ngudi
sdng sét co thé bi cdm tu hodc ban chét - tly theo phuong thirc nao thuén tién
han.”* Nhithg ménh 1&nh khac, vén nay & mdt phan dang x&u hd trong kho Iuu tri
clia Hai quan, tham chi con dd man han: “Trong chién dau, cd trdng (tirc quan dau
hang - NHD) can phai dugc nhanh chéng bén ha.”*®

Céi bay dudc 13p dat can than. Hai quan Dic méc vao thé phai ban trudc va
hdéi sau. Theo tinh hinh dd, viéc nhirng sinh mang My sé bi de doa la diéu khong
thé tranh khoi.

Mot kho dan noi

Sau nhiéu ndm diéu tra, téi nay da cd thé xac dinh 16 hang dugc dua lén tau
Lusitania trong chuyén di cubi cung dé. L6 hang bao gom 600 tan pyroxylin (v&i tén
thudng goi la guncotton, diing ché tao thudc nd),® 6 triéu béng dan, 1.248 vo chira
(c6 thé khdng gdm ca chat nd trong dd), cong v8i mdt s6 lugng khdng xac dinh
dan dudc dugc chat day trong cac khoang tau & boong thap nhat va ndi chra do
cla thuyén vién va hang khach & boong F. Thém vao dd, cé rat nhiéu tan “pho
mat”, “'md Ign”, “long thd” va nhirng hang hoa khac sau nay dudc xac dinh la dan
nhan sai. Ching 1a cai gi dén nay van chua rd, nhung chic chdn ching 1a hang

33 Churchill , trang 274-75.

3 L&y tir Nhat ky sy quan hai quan Hubert Richmond, Feb. 27, 1915, National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich, dugc trich bdi Simpson, trang 37

%5 p,R.0., ADM/116/1359, Dec. 23, 1914, quoted by Simpson, trang 37.

* Thudc nd guncotton manh g&p 3 Ian thudc né dang bdt trong mot khdng gian bi gisi han va cé
thé bat Ira & nhiét dd thdp hon nhiét dd chdy rat nhiéu. Xem Eissler, Manuel , Modern High
Explosives (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1914), trang 110, 112, 372.
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budn 1au néu khéng phai 1a vii khi chién tranh. Ching déu dugc chuyén giao thdng
qua cbng ty J. P. Morgan. Nhung khong chuyén hang nao bi cng ching nghi ngg,
it nhat 1a nhitng ngudi My kém may mén da dat chd trén chuyén tau dan dén cai
chét clia chinh ho cling nhu gia dinh ho ma khéng hé hay biét, lam moi nhir s6ng
trong mot tro chai toan cau thién vé tai chinh hon la chinh tri.

Dai sir quan DBuc tai Washington biét ro ban chat cua 16 hang dudc chat Ién
tau Lusitania va da dé dan khi€u nai tGi chinh phd My, bdi gan nhu tat ca hanh
dong nay déu vi pham truc ti€p cac diéu udc trung lap qudc té. Phan hoi cua My la
phi nhan hoan toan nhiing théng tin trén vé 16 hang. Nhan ra rang Chinh pht
Wilson ngdm phé duyét chuyén hang, dai s quan Blc da thuc hién nd luc cubi
clng dé& ngan chdn tham hoa nay. Ho d& cho ddng mdt méau tin trén 50 t& béo & BY
Pong, trong dé cé ca nhirng t& bao thudc thanh phé New York, canh bao ngudgi My
khdng nén dua hanh khach |1én tau Lusitania. Mau tin dudc thanh toan trudc va yéu
cau in trén cac trang vé du lich trong 1 tuan lién trudc ngay tau khdi hanh. Noi
dung ctia mau tin nhu sau:

CHUY

Hanh khach cé y dinh tham gia hanh trinh trén Dai Tay Dudng can luu y rdng
chién tranh dang xay ra gilra Blic va dong minh cta Buc vdi Anh va dong minh
clia Anh, pham vi cla cudc chién bao gdm ca ving bién 1an cdn quan dao Anh.
Theo théng bao chinh thirc cia Chinh phla hoang gia Dlrc, tau treo c¢G Anh hodc
clia bt cr déng minh nao clia Anh déu co thé bi tdn cdng trong viing bién trén
va nhitng hanh khach di qua vung bién chién tranh trén nhifng con tau ctia Anh
hodc cac nudc dong minh ctia Anh cling gdp nguy hiém.

Dai s quan hoang gia Blc
Washington, D.C., 22/4/1915.

M3c du mau tin dudc glri dén cac t& bdo kip thdi gian dé dang tin theo ding yéu
cau, B0 ngoai giao da can thiép va doa dam daon kién vé toi phi bang, budc nha
xuét ban khdng in mau tin néu khdng cd su cho phép clia cac luat su’ cua BO Ngoai
giao. Trong 50 tG bdo, chi cé mo6t t& bao duy nhat, t& DesMoines Register, cho
dang tin dung ngay. Nhiing gi xay ra ti€p theo dugc miéu ta bgi Simpson nhu sau:
George Viereck, (Bién tap cua mét td bao Bdc Iic do va cling la ngudi cho
d&ng tai mau tin thay mat dai s quan) danh ca ngay 24/4 dé chat van BO
Ngoai giao tai sao tin quang cdo cta 6ng van chua dugc phép xuét ban. Cudi
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clng, 6ng sap xép dudc budi phéng van [vSi B trudng Ngoai giao William
Jennings Bryan], va chi ra cho Bd trudng thdy rang trir mot chuyén di thi moi
chuyén di khac cta tau Lusitania trong giai doan chién tranh déu van chuyén
dan dugc. Ong cung cdp ban copy béng chiing cho I3i ndi cia minh, nhiing
bang chiing nay cling cé thé dugc gidm dinh cong khai tai van phong tiép nhén
hang. Quan trong hon, 6ng da théng bao vai Bryan rdng it nhat 6 triéu bang
dan d& s3n sang dé& chuyén Ién tau Lusitania vao th(t Sdu tuan sau va cd thé
ki€m chitng ngay llic nay khi ching dang dudc bSc Ién tai bén 54. Bryan d3
thuc hién cudc goi va cho phép xudt ban mau tin ndy. BO trudng ha Vi
Viereck rang 6ng sé& ¢ gang hét siic dé thuyét phuc Téng thdng canh bdo cong
khai ngudi dan My khong nén di du lich. Thuc t€, khéng cé mot canh bao nao
dudc Téng thdng dua ra, du chdc chdn téng théng Wilson da dugc thdng bao
vé thuc trang 16 hang sip stra dugc dua Ién tau Lusitania. Ong da khong lam gi
ca, nhung da thira nhan vao ngay dudc thdng bdo vé vu chim tau rang viéc
biét trudc diéu khong lanh da lam 6ng mat ngud nhiéu dém lién.
Viéc Wilson 1a ngudi yéu chudng hoda binh cd thé la that, nhung cé mot diéu tuang
dsi chéc chan la 6ng khdng hoan toan lam chu dugc van ménh cta minh. Ong xuét
than la mot gido su dai hoc tUr thap nga phu kin cay thudng xuan cua Pai hoc
Priceton, mét nha qudc té chu nghia véi u6c ma tao ra mot nha nudc toan cau, mé
ra mot ky nguyén mdi cho hoa binh. Nhung 6ng nhan ra bi vay quanh va phu thudc
vao nhitng ngudi cd y chi manh mé&, kha nang chinh tri sdc sdo va ngudn Iuc tai
chinh ddi dao. Trudc céac luc lugng nay, dng khdng di siic manh dé& hanh déng
theo y minh, va c6 mdt ly do hgp ly dé tin rang dng da 4m tham chiu dung qua
nhiéu su’ kién ma dng bi budc phai tham gia. Ching hdy dé cho ngudi khac 1&n an
viéc d€ 195 ngudi chét dudi day bién bang cach c¢§ tinh tir chdi canh bédo vé tinh
trang nguy hiém anh hudng dén sinh mang cla ho. Ching ta ciing ¢ thé tu’ hoi
lam sao mdt con ngudi nhu vay cd thé dao dic gia dén mdc sau do Ién an hanh
ddng cua ngudi DU, roi lam moi thr cd thé dé ngdn can cdng ching biét dugc su
that. S& rat ngac nhién néu mdrc dd hdi han cla 6ng chi 1a vai gid mat nga.”’

Chuyén di cudi cuing

Tuy nhién, ching ta hay tré lai doan dau cua cau chuyén. Trong khi Morgan va
Wilson dang dan dung vu “chét chdc” bén phia Tay Dai Tay Dudng, thi Churchill
cling thuc hién bén phén cla minh vé phia Déng. Khi tau Lusitania r&i cang New
York ngay 1 thang 5, con tau dugc lénh sé gap mot tau khu truc cua Anh la tau
Juno gan bd bién Ireland d€ nhan dugc su bao vé clia Hai quan khi di vao ving

%7 Simpson, trang 97.
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bién chién su. Tuy nhién, khi tau Lusitania ti diém hen thi khéng thdy dau va
thuyén trudng doan rang ho da khdng gap dugc nhau do suang mu. Su’ that thi tau
Juno da bi hay chuyén di trong nhitng phit cudi va dudc lénh quay trd lai
Queenstown. Qua trinh trén xay ra khi ngudi ta biét rang tau Lusitania dang thang
tién dén ving bién ma tau ngdm D¢ dugc biét 1a dang hoat ddng. Cang toi té hon
khi tau Lusitania dudc Iénh cdt giam lugng than s dung, khéng phai bdi sap hét
than ma chi dé d& ton kém han. Muc tiéu di chuyén cham tat nhién dé bi tdn cong
hon. HE qua la con tau dugc yéu cdu tdt 1 trong 4 ndi hoi nudc va dang di vao
vung co tau ngam quady qua chi v&i 75% toc do toi da.

Khi con tau tién lai gan vung nudc ditr, hau hét moi ngudi déu biét rang no
dang trong tinh canh vé clng nguy hiém. Bdo chi London khdi lai cdu chuyén
nhifng canh bdo cla ngudi Dic va nhitng vu dam tau gan thdi gian do. Trong
phong ban dd cta Hai quan Anh, Churchill xem v4 kich dién ra va lanh lung chi huy.
Nhirng chi€c dia nho danh ddu nai hai con tau bi tdn cong bang thay 16i mot ngay
trudc dé. Mot vong tron xac dinh ving tau ngam Duc chic chdn van dang hoat
ddng. M6t chiéc dia I6n hon minh hoa tau Lusitania dang di chuyén véi téc dd 19
knots di thang vao pham vi hoat déng cutia tau ngam. DU vdy, khdng mét diéu gi
dugc thuc hién dé gilp con tau. D6 ddc Coke tai Queenstown nhan dudc chi dan
hdi hot réng hdy bao vé Lusitania hét sirc cd thé, nhung khdng cé phuong tién dé
lam diéu dd. Su that, khong mot ai ban tdm thong bao cho thuyén trudng cua tau
Lusitania rang cudc gap vdi tau Juno da bi hay bd.

Mot trong nhitng ngudi cd6 mat tai phong ban d6 cap cao trong ngay dinh
ménh do la Trung ta Joseph Kenworthy, ngugi trudc do vira nhan dugc Iénh cua
Churchill dé trinh bao cao vé nhitng hau qua chinh tri cia moét vu chim tau cé hanh
khach My trén do. Ong rdi phong véi su ghé tdm trudc y do clia cap trén. N&m
1927, trong cudn sach cla minh, Su’ &’ do trén bién (The Freedom of the Seas),
ong da viét va khong giai thich gi thém: “Tau Lusitania dugc gui di trong trinh trang
toc dd gidm di dang k& t&i ving bién ma tau ngdm Dic dugc biét 1a dang chd,
cling véi viéc céc tau hd tdng bi rat v&.”® Khong can phai nhan xét thém gi nita.

Pai ta House luc d6 dang & Anh, va vao ngay chim tau, theo ké hoach 6ng
s& c6 mdt budi tiép kién vua George V. Bi clng véi éng la Edward Grey. Trén
dudng di Edward héi 6ng: "My sé lam gi néu ngudi Bdc danh chim tau ma cé hanh
khach My & trén d6?” Nhu nhat ky ciia House ghi lai, 0ng tra IGi: “Toi ndi vdi ong dy
rang néu didu dé xay ra, mot ngon Itra cdm phan sé tran khap nudc My, diéu cé thé

3 Joseph M. Kenworthy and George Young, The Freedom of the Seas (New York: Ayer Company,
1929), trang 211.

©Dwv dn Nghiencuuquocte.net 18




Bién dich: Pham Thj Thu Ha | Hiéu dinh: L& Hong Hiép [X

s& 16i chiing tdi vao cudc chién.” Khi ti dién Buckingham, vua George ciing nhéc
lai chG @& nay va thdm chi con chi tiét hon. Ong hdi, “gia dinh ho cd thé danh chim
Lusitania v&i nhitng hanh khach My trén dé..."*

Mot vu nd 16n, mot ngdi md du'di day bién

BOn gid sau cudc ndi chuyén, lam khoi den cla tau Lusitania dugc phat hién trén
dudng chan trdi qua kinh ngdm cuta tau ngam D¢, chi€c U-20. Con tau thang tién
téi chd tau ngam. Chiéc tau ngam chay hét toc luc dé tradnh con tau rdi quay ngoét
90 d6, ban vao mdi con tau khi con tau mdi di qua dugc 750 thudc. Ngu' 16i danh
tring vi tri cach mat nudc 9 feet bén man phai con tau phia trudc vi tri dai chi huy
clia thuyén trudng mét chit. Qua ngu 16i thr 2 d& san sang nhung cling khdng can
dén. R4t nhanh sau vu nd, mdt vu nd th(r hai con I8n han rat nhiéu da thdi bay mét
san cla khoan chira hang s6 hai va khién ca con tau I6n ngay lap tdc chim dan
xudng day bién. Han d3 phai cd mot 16 thang rat 16n. Tau Lusitania, mot trong
nhirng con tau I6n nhat ting dugc déng, chim trong chua day 18 phut.

Nhitng ngudi song sot trong nhdm thuyén vién dang lam viéc trong phong
ndi hai khi xay ra vu tdn cdng da chirng nhan céac ndi hai khdng bi né vao thdi diém
do. Simpson ndi:

Qua ngu 16i G da danh trugt vach ngan cta phong nodi hai s6 1, nhung chéch

vé phia trudc lai cd mdt cdi gi do lam né tung gan hét san cia miii tau. Pé ¢b

thé€ 13 dan phéo 3 inch clia cdng ty Bethlehem, 6 triéu bang dan danh cho sing

trudng, hoac nhitng thanh phan khong rd rang trong nhifng bao 16ng thd hodc
trong nhirng hdp nho 40 pound dung phomat. Cac thg lan tirng xudng nai con

tau chim d& chirng thuc rdng miii tai da bi thdi bay bdi mdt vu né khung khiép

tlr bén trong, va nhifng manh I6n kim loai cta miii tau, bi odn di tir bén trong,

dudc tim thdy & cach xa xac tau.”

Khi mot nhdm tim kiém tur Vién hai duong hoc Woods Hole diéu tra xac tau nam
1993, ho da bao cao: “khi mdy quay phim cla ching téi quét qua khoang dung
hang cla tau, ching tdi v clng bat ngd khi thdy khong cé 1 16 thing ndo ...
Ching t6i khdng tim thdy mot ching cr nao chi ra rang ngu 16i ciia U-Boat tirng
gdy ra mdt vu nd, lam suy yéu mdt gia thuyét vé nguyén nhan khién con tau bi

chim.”?

% Seymour, Vol I, trang 432

40 Ibid., trang 432

“ Simpson, trang 157.

2 Bal lard, "Riddle of the Lusitania," trang 74, 76.
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R&t khd d€ chia sé su’ bat ngd cia nhdm nghién clru. Nhitng biric anh chi ra
rdng xac tau nam nghiéng vé phia man phai con tau. Vi do ciing 1a bén va cham vdi
ngu 16i, theo logic thi cdi 16 cd thé khdng nhin thdy dugc. N6 ndm & man bi che bai
day bién. Viéc khdng nhin théy 16 thing khong 1am x6i mon gia thuyét vé vu né bén
trong. Diéu nay chinh la nhitng gi ching ta mong ddi.

Trong bat ky trudng hgp nao, rd rang tau Lusitania khéng thé chim xudng
day bién chi trong vong 18 phit ma khdng c6 mot 16 thung & dau do. Ngay ca khi
doi tim ki€m phai thira nhan su thuc nay moét cach gian ti€p khi giai dap cau héi cai
gi da gay nén vu né th hai. Nhdm trénh dua ra nhitng y kién ung hd “thuyét &m
muu”, bdo cdo két ludn rang vu nd cd thé bi gdy ra khdéng phai bdi dan dugc ma
b&i vun than.

Tranh luan vé 16 hang trén chuyén tau cudi cung cling dugc giai quyét nam
2008 khi cac thg 1&n di chuyén vao trong than tau va tim thdy hang triéu bdng dan.
Sam Greenhill, viét cho t& Mail Online, ghi lai:

Nhifng ngudi tho 1&n da lam sang td bi méat vé 16 hang dudc van chuyén trén

tau Lusitania trong chuyén di cuGi cung thang 5, 1915. Dan dugc ho tim thay

trong khoang tau chi ra rdng ngudi Dirc da ding khi tuyén bd rang con tau

dang van chuyén vat tu chién tranh va la mot muc tiéu quan su hgp phap...

Nhom 18n udc tinh rdng co khoang 4 triéu vién dan loai Remington .303 do My

san xut dang nam trong khoang tau Lusitania & d6 sau 300 feet.*

Su’ che day nhanh chong

MOt cudc diéu tra chinh thirc dudi su’ chi dao cla Lord Mersey dudc tién hanh dé
xac minh su that vé viéc chim tau va quy trach nhiém. Cudc diéu tra nay la mé6t vu
gian 1an ngay tir dau. Tat cad moi bang chiing va I6i khai dugc sap dat trudc hét sirc
can than d& dam bao rang khodng cd gi dudc luu lai cd thé dé 16 su két ndi gitra
quan chdc Anh va My. Trong nhitng bao cao dugc dé trinh Ién Lord Mersey trudc
cac phién diéu tran c6 mot ban cua thuyén trudng Richard Webb, mot trong nhitng
ngudi dudc chon bdi hadi quan d&€ dam bao théng tin dugc che ddy. Noi dung nhu
sau: “TOi dugdc chi dao bai HOi dong Hai quan thdng bao vdi cac vi rang muc dich
chinh tri doi hoi phai coi thuyén trudng Turner cla tau Lusitania phai chiu phan I6n
trach nhiém cho tham hoa nay.”*

4 "Secret of the Lusitania: Arms find challenges Allied claims it was solely a passenger ship ", Sam
Greenhill, Mail Online, Dec. 20, 2008, dugc dang tai trén mang Internet.
* The Papers of Lord Mersey, Bignor Park, Sussex, trich dan bai Simpson, trang 190.
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Va Turner phai chiu nhu vay. Bat cr ai doc ban bao cdo cudi cung ma khong
biét su that déu sé két luan rang thuyén trudng William Turner chac chan phai
nhan trach nhiém. Tuy nhién, Mersey d3 c8 gang dé lam gidam mic do quy két. Ong
viét: ™ ... Tdi va khéng nén dd hét cho thuyén trudng.... Sau khi cdn nhic t&t ca cac
khia canh, cong bang ma noi, su thi€u sét cia 6ng khong phai do 6ng so suat hay
thi€u nang luc”. Va ti€ép sau dé ong thém mot doan van cudi cung ma néu nhin bé
ngoai dudng nhu' 1a mét su [én an phia Dlc, nhung néu dudc doc vdi su' hiéu biét
bGi canh thi lai la mot ban cao trang doi véi Churchill, Wilson, House va Morgan.
Ong viét:

T4t ca tdi 16i cta su tan khdc huy di bao nhiéu sinh mang trong tai hoa nay chi

c6 thé quy cho véi nhitng ngudi 1ap muu va nhitng ngudi thuc hién tdi ac

nay.*s

Hai ngay sau khi phan quyét ctia 6ng dugc dua ra, Mersey gui don cho thu tudng
Asquith va tir ch8i nhan tién phi cho cdng viéc clia minh. Ong néi thém: “Tai phai
yéu cau rang tir nay vé sau toi xin thoi khong gill vi tri tu’ van phap ly cho Nha vua
nifa.” Trong nhirng ndm sau dd, binh luan duy nhat cua ong vé su kién nay la:
“Trudng hop tau Lusitaniala mot thuong vu ban thiu khang khiép.”*

Kéu goi chién tranh

Muc tiéu cta nhiing ké chi muu cé thé dudc dap (ng t6t hon néu mdt con tau cla
My bi nguGi Buic danh chim, nhung 1 tau cta Anh cung 195 nguGi My trén dé bi
danh chim cling da du dé dat dugc muc dich. Nhitng ké chd muu khdng phai tén
thdi gian cho viéc khudy dong tam ly ngudi dan. Wilson da gui moét burc dién day
phan nd t&i Chinh phu Hoang gia DU, va nd dugc dang trén khap bdo chi.
TGi lic do, Bryan da hoan toan tinh ngd trudc su hai mat cia chinh phi ma
ong phuc vu. Ngay 9 thang 5, 6ng gii mot bl thu' 1én an cho Wilson:
Pirc ¢ quyén ngdn chdn hang lau van chuyén dén cac nudc dong minh va mot
con tau chd hang 1au khéng dugc dua vao hanh khach trén tau dé bao vé tau
khoi bi t&n cdng - diéu nay gidng nhu viéc ddy phu nit va tré em ra tién
tuyén.?
Viéc nay da khong ngan can Wilson thuc hién cam két cia minh. MGt burc thu khac
Vi Ii 1€ con gay gat han dudc gui tiép theo d6, nd dudc thao ludn cdng thang tai

* Simpson, trang 241.
* Nhur trén, trang 241.
* Bryan, Vol II, trang 398-9.
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budi hop Ndi cac trong ngay dau tién cla thang 6. McAdoo, ngudi da c6 mat tai
budi hop, néi:
T6i nhé rang Bryan da ndi rét it tai cudc hop, 6ng ngdi yén trong subt qua trinh
vGi dbi mat nhdm mét nira subt gan ca budi hop. Sau budi hop, 6ng ndi Vdi
T6ng thdng, diéu toi dugc biét sau dd, rang dng dang ra khdng nén ky vao birc
thu'... Bryan ti€p tuc ndi rang 6ng thdy minh khong con hitu dung trong vai tro
B6 trudng Ngoai giao nita va xin tur chirc.*®

Theo yéu ciu cia Wilson, McAdoo dudc 1énh t&i nha Bryan dé thuyét phuc Bd
trudng thay doi quyét dinh vi sg rang su' tir chirc ctia 6ng sé bi coi 1a mdt su’ chia ré
trong NOi cac clia Téng thdng. Bryan dong y suy nghi thém 1 ngay, nhung ngay
sang hom sau, quyét dinh cta 6ng da dudc xac nhan. Trong hoi ky cla 6ng, ma vg
ong cling 1a ddng tac gia, ba Bryan hé 16 réng chdng ba khdng thé ngu dém do.
“Ong d3 thao thirc. T6i khuyén réng ong nén doc gi dé mdt chit cho téi khi thiép
di. Ong o trong tdi ban copy mdt cudn séach cii in ndm 1829 tén & “Mét vong hoa
tudng nhd Andrew Jackson”. Ong thay cudn sach rat tha vi.”*

Thét Ia mdt su mia mai. Trong Chuong 17 ching ta sé& nhin lai tdng thé cubc
chién dugc tién hanh bdi tdng thdng Jackson chéng lai Ngdn hang Hoa Ky, tién
than cla Cuc Du trif Lién bang, va ching ta sé dugc nhdc rang chinh Jackson da
tién doan:

C6 phai khdéng c6 nhitng méi nguy hiém de doa su' tu’ do va ddc 1ap clia ching

ta t mot ngan hang ma ban chat cia né cé rat it su’ rang budc véi qudc gia

nay? ...(Co hay khéng) nguyén nhan dan dén su nghi ngd tinh trong sach cla

cac cudc bau cur trong thai binh va sy doc lap cia My trong thdi chién?... Quan

ly dong tién ctia chung ta, nhan tién gui cia cong chung, va gilt hang ngan

cdng dén phu thudc vao doé con cd thé khd khan va nguy hiém han siic manh

luc quan va hai quan cua ké thu.*

Ching ta chi cé thé thdc mac Bryan da suy nghi gi khi dng hdi tudng lai nhiing
canh bao cua Jackson va ap dung nd vao hoi chirng cudng chié€n tranh nhan tao ma
thdi diém dé dang dugc san sinh ra bai sifc manh tai chinh ctia Phd Wall va Cuc Dy
tr{r Lién bang mdi dugc thanh Iap.

T Anh, Pai td House gii mot blc dién tSi Téng théng Wilson va sau dé
dugc doc cho cac bb trudng nghe. N6 dugc nhan Ién thanh hang ngan bai xa luan
in trén mat bao khap ca nudc. Ong ndi mét cach ngoan dao:

8 McAdoo, trang 333.

* Bryan, Vol . II, trang 424.

*® Herman E. Krooss, ed. Documentary History of Banking and Currency in the United States (New
York: Chelsea House, 1983), Vol . III, trang 26-27.
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Pa dén luc My budc vao nga ba dudng, khi phai xac dinh liéu né ang ho 16i
chién tranh vdn minh hay phi v8n minh. Ching ta khdng thé ding & vi tri khan
gia trung 1ap lau hon dudc nira. Hanh dong cua ching ta trong cudc khing
hoang nay sé xac dinh vai tro cla ching ta khi hoa binh dugc 1ap lai, va viéc
ching ta cé thé gdy anh hudng nhu thé nao dé thiét 1ap Igi ich 1au dai cho
nhan loai. Ching ta dang dugc dua Ién ban can, va vi tri cila ching ta giifa cac
qudc gia dudc danh gia bai nhan loai.™

Trong mot blc dién khac hai ngay sau dd, House hé 16 rang chinh 6ng la chuyén
gia tdm ly-chinh tri, ngudi da danh vao cai toi cua Wilson nhu mot nghé si ducng
cam vuét day dan Stradivarious. Ong viét:
NéEu can phai tham chién, du khong vui vé gi, t6i hy vong ngai s€ cho thé gidi
thay si'c manh cua My, diéu sé trd thanh bai hoc cho thé ky sau hodc lau hon
th&. Ca Chau Au gan nhu tin réng ching ta khdng chudn bi gi va réng c6 thé
mét rat nhiéu thdi gian d€ dua ngudn luc cla chlng ta vao hoat ddng, va rang
su' tham chién cua ching ta s€ tao ra rat it sy khac biét.
Trong trudng hgp xay ra chién tranh, ching ta nén ddy manh san xuét vii khi
dé€ khdng nhitng du cho chinh ching ta ma con di dé cung cip cho Dong
minh, va ca thé& giGi s& sém kinh ngac.>

Quéc hdi khdng thé chéng lai ap luc tdng hop clia bdo chi va tdng thdng. Ngay
16/4/1917, Hoa Ky chinh thic tuyén chién véi Bic. Tdm ngay sau dd, Quoc hoi
thong qua DPao luat cho vay Chién tranh nang khoan tin dung cho phe Lién minh Ién
thém 1 ty d6. Khoan chi trudc 200 triéu d6 dudc guii dén Anh ngay ngay hom sau
va ngay lap tc dugc sif dung dé chi tra nhitng khodn ng cho Morgan. it ngay sau,
100 triéu d6 dudc gl téi Phap dé thuc hién muc dich tuong tu. Chua ding lai &
do. Trong vong 3 thang Anh da s dung hét khoan thau chi cia Morgan lén tdi 400
triéu d6, va cong ty nay da trinh cac khoan chi nay 1&n chinh pha (My) dé yéu cau
thanh toan. Tuy nhién, B6 Tai chinh khdng thé chi tra khoan tién nay ma khéng gay
nguy hi€ém cho cac khoan quy chi tiéu khac cia minh va ban dau ho tir chdi thanh
toan. Tuy nhién, van dé nhanh chéng dudc gidi quyét thong qua mot tha thuat
dugc miéu ta ky & Chuong 10. Cuc Du trir Lién bang duGi su lanh dao cua
Benjamin Strong dan gian in thém s6 tién can thiét thong quan Cd ché Mandrake
(Xem Chuong 10 dé biét chi tiét). Ferrell da viét “Chinh quyén Wilson nhan thay
dang & trong tinh thé vo cung khé khan, phai gidi cdu J. P. Morgan,” nhung
Benjamin Strong “da dé nghi gilp (B0 trudng Tai chinh) McAdoo vuot qua khd khan
nay. Trong nhirng thang ti€p theo nam 1917, 1918, B0 Tai chinh da am tham thanh

> Seymour, trang 434.
52 Ibid., trang 435.
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toan cho Morgan titng phan cda khoadn thdu chi nay.”* Trudc khi cudc chién két
thic, Bd Tai chinh da chi hét tdng cdng 9,466 ti d& bao gdbm ca 2,17 ti d6 sau khi
dinh chién.

Do chinh la dong tién ma ho da chd dgi tur 1au. Khong chi citu nhitng khoan
cho vay clia Morgan, Igi nhuén khéng 16 d& dugc tao ra tir san xuét phuc vu chién
tranh. Chinh ph( da bi méat chuén bi sut 6 thang trude khi dua ra thdng béo chinh
thirc. Theo Franklin D. Roosevelt va sau dé la trg ly Bo truéng Hai quan, B6 Hai
quéan da bdt dau ma rong hoat dong thu mua vat tu chién tranh vao mua thu ném
1916.>* Ferdinand Lundberg cho biét thém:

Khong phai ngau nhién ma tat cd nhitng chirc vu chién lugc clia chinh phu, dic
biét la nhirng vi tri cd lién quan tGi viéc thu mua, chi danh riéng cho nhitng nha
yéu nudc Pho Wall. B6i véi nhitng vi tri song con, Wilson da tham khao y kién
cla Dodge (chu tich Ngan hang National City Bank cua Rockefeller), ngugi da
dé nghi mét ngudi chua tirng dugc biét dén la [Bernard] Baruch, mét nha dau
cd dong, vao chirc chu tich Cuc Cong nghiép Chién tranh day quyén Iuc...

La ngugi dirng dau Cuc Cong nghiép Chién tranh, Baruch tiéu tén 10 ty do cla
chinh pht mdi n&m... Baruch dua vao Cuc Cong nghiép Chién tranh va cac ty
ban clia n6é nhitng ngudi thao tdng, nha tu ban cong nghiép, tu’ ban tai chinh
Ph6é Wall va dai ly cta ho trong qua kh(r va tuong lai..., nhitng ngudi tinh gia
trén cd s@ chi phi cong vdi tién 13i, va nhu nhitng cudc diéu tra sau nay tiét 1,
nhitng chi phi nay dugc don thém Ién r&t nhiéu dé€ sinh ra nhitng khoan Igi
nhuan ngam.

Nhirng ngudi linh My chién dau trong cac chién hao, nhitng ngugi lam viéc &
nha, c& nudc My trong tinh trang san sang chién dau, dang chién dau khdng
chi d& danh bai Bf’c ma con danh bai chinh ho. Rd rang cach giai thich nay
khéng co gi la siéu hinh khi chiing ta quan sat réng tt ca cac khoan chi trong
thai chién cla Chinh phu My tir ngay 06/04/1917 t6i ngay 31/10/1919, khi dao
quan cudi cling trd vé tir Chau Au, 13 35,413 ti d6. Tong Igi nhuan trong giai
doan tir ngay 01/01/1916 tdi thang 7/1921, khi hoat dong cong nghiép chién
tranh cuGi cung dugc thanh ly, la 38 ti d6, hoac tuong ducng véi khoan chi cho
chién tranh. Han 2/3 khoan Igi nhuén nay thudc vé nhitng cong ty ma Uy ban
Pujo da phéat hién ra 1a ndm dudi su’ chi dao cla “Lién minh ddc quyén tién té.>

Théng qua viéc diéu hanh Cuc Du trif Lién bang, cartel ngan hang cé thé tao thém
tién dé gli dén Anh va Phap, dén Iugt Anh va Phap lai thanh toan cho cac ngan

>3 Ferrel |, trang 89, 90.

> Clarence W. Barron, They Told Barron ; Notes of Clarence Walker Barron, edited by Arthur Pound
and Samuel Taylor Moore (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1930), trang 51.

>> Lundberg, trang 134,144-45

©Dwv dn Nghiencuuquocte.net 24




Bién dich: Pham Thj Thu Ha | Hiéu dinh: L& Hong Hiép [X

hang My, chinh xac nhu nhithg gi da xay ra moét lan nira trong Thé chién II va
trong cac goi giai cu I18n nhitng ndm 1980 va 1990. Su that la vao ndam 1917, thué
thu nhdp ca nhan dugc ban hanh gan thdi diém déy da rat hitu ich trong viéc mang
lai mot s6 tién 13n dé tién hanh chién tranh, va nhu Beardsley Ruml chi ra vai ndm
sau do, dé cudp di siic mua cla tang I8p trung luu. Nhung ngudn tai trg 16n nhét
trong thdi chién khong dén tu thué truc ti€p ma ludn ludn tur khoan thué gian ti€p
c6 tén goi la lam phat. T nam 1915 tdi 1920, cung tién dudc nhan |én gap doi tu
20,6 ty d6 1én 39,8 ty d6.°°-Ngudc lai, trong Thé chién I, siic mua cta dong tién
giam gan 50%. C4 nghia la ngudi My da tra ma khong hay biét cho chinh pha udc
tinh %2 lugng doé la dang luu thong. Va khoan tién nay thém vao khoan thué cla
ho. Viéc bdm thém mdt lugng tién I3n 1a san phdm cia Co ché Mandrake va khdng
ton chi phi d€ tao ra. Tuy vdy, cac ngan hang cd thé thu I3i trén toan bd khoan tién
nay. Quan hé hgp tac lau dgi gilra nhitng nha chinh tri va tién té da thuc hién tot
nhiém vu clia no.

Tém lwgc

PE tai trg cho giai doan dau cla Thé chién I, Anh va Phap da vay rét nhiéu tién tir
nhirng nha dau tu My va da lua chon tap doan Morgan lam dai ly ban nhirng trai
phi€u cua ho. Morgan cling dong vai tro nhu dai ly thu mua vat tu chién tranh tai
My, sau do6 thu Igi nhuan tir ca hai chiéu cia dong tién: mot la khi tién dugc cho
vay va khi nd dugc sir dung. Nhitng khoan Igi nhuan khac dugc bat ngudn tur
nhi*fng hgp déng san xuat dudc giao cho cac cong ty nam trong pham vi hoat dong
cta Morgan. Nhung chién tranh bt ddu cd nhitng chuyé&n bién x4u di d6i véi cac
nudc ddng minh khi tau ngdm Ddc ndm quyén kiém soat tuyén dudng hang hai Dai
Tay Dudng. Khi Anh va Phap tién gan han dén that bai hay mét thoa thuan hoa
binh theo diéu kién cta DUrc, viéc ban trai phi€u cia hai nudc nay trd nén khé khan
haon. Khong cé trai phi€u dong nghia véi viéc khong cé hoat dong mua ban, va
dong tién cua Morgan bi de doa. Hon nifa, néu nhirng trai phi€u dudc ban ra trudc
dé bi mat kha nang thanh toan, diéu nay chac chan sé xay ra néu Anh va Phap
thua tran, tap doan Morgan sé bj thua 16 néng né.

Céach duy nhét dé gilip Hoang gia Anh, d€ gill lai gid tri cla trai phiéu, va dé
duy tri dong tién cla Morgan 1a dé chinh phi My cung cép s6 tién nay. Nhung bdi
theo cac hiép dinh, mdt qudc gia trung 1ap bi cdm cé nhitng hanh déng hd trg nhu

*® "Deposits and Currency—Adjusted Deposits of All Banks and Currency Outside Banks, 1892-1941, "
Banking and Monetary Statistics, 1914-1942 (Washington, D.C.: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, 1976), trang 34.
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vay, My sé phai dudc dua vao cudc chién. Mot hiép dinh bi mat phuc vu muc tiéu
nay dudc thuc hién giifa cac quan chirc Anh va Dai ta House, vdi su' tan thanh cua
T6ng thdng. TU thoi diém do, Wilson bdt dau géy siic ép 1én Qubc hdi dé cd thé
tuyén chién. Hoat déng nay van dugdc tién hanh trong sudt thdi gian 6ng to chirc
chién dich tai tranh ctr vdi khau hiéu: “Ong &y gitr nudc My ding ngoai cudc chién.”
Trong khi d6, Morgan theo dudi quyén kiém soat nhirng phan doan chinh yéu cla
phudng tién truyén théng va vach ra mét cudc tdn cong 0 at trén cac an pham
khap ca nudc dé chdng lai B, kéu goi chién tranh nhu mdt hanh ddng yéu nudc
cla ngudi My.

Morgan da tao ra mot cartel hang hai quoc t€, bao gbm ca tau thugng mai
cta Pbirc, gan nhu duy tri su ddc quyén trén nhiéu ving bién rdng Idn. Chi c6 hang
tau Curnard ctia Anh van ding doc 18p. Tau Lusitania thudc sé hitu clia Curnard va
hoat dong canh tranh véi cartel cia Morgan. Tau Lusitania dudc thiét ké vdi cac
d3dc diém phu hgp cho hoat déng quén su’ va dugc déng ky véi Hai quan Anh nhu
mot tau tudn duong phu trg dugc trang bi vii trang. Con tau chd hanh khach dé
lam vé boc che ddu muc dich that la van chuyén 1au véat tu chién tranh tir My. Su
that nay da dugc thong bao cho Wilson va nhitng lanh dao khac trong chinh quyén
cta 6ng, nhung ho khdng lam gi d&€ ngdn can vu viéc. Khi dai sir quan Pirc ¢6 géng
dang mét tin canh bao tGi hanh khach My, BO Ngoai giao da can thiép va ngan can
cac td bao dang tin nay. Khi tau Lusitania rGi cang New York trong hanh trinh cudi
cling clia nd, con tau thuc su' Ia mdt kho dan ndi.

Ngugi Anh biét rang viéc kéo dugc My vao cudc chién sé quyét dinh viéc
thanh bai trong tran chién, va bat c diéu gi cd thé mang dén diéu nay déu dang
dé thuc hién - k& ca su’ hy sinh c6 tinh toan lanh Iing mét trong nhiing con tau tét
nhat v6i nhitng ngudi dan Anh trén dé. Nhung dm muu dugc chudn bi phai ¢ ca
ngudi My trén tau dé cd thé tao dudc xu hudng tdm ly phu hogp & My. Khi tau
Lusitania di chuyén vao vung bién thu dich, nci tau ngdm cla Dic dugc biét 1a
dang hoat dong, Chi huy Hai quan Winston Churchill da Iénh cho tau bao vé bd mac
Lusitania. Diéu nay, cong thém vdi thuc té rang tau Lusitania da dugc |énh giam
t6c do, khién con tau trd thanh muc tiéu dé bi tan cdng. Sau anh hudng clia mot
qua ngu 16i trdng dich, vu nd khang khiép th( hai xuét phat tir bén trong xé con
tau thanh tirng manh, con tau ma nhiéu ngudi khdng tin rang ¢ thé nhanh chdéng
ngap nudc va chim xudng day bién trong vong chua day 18 phit.

Am muu d3 dugc thuc hién, va nd tao nén nhing 1an séng lan truyén 1n
chong lai Bdc. Nhitng lan séng nay cudi cung quét qua Washington va cudn My vao
cudc chién. Chi may ngay sau khi tuyén chién, Qudc hdi thong qua khoan tin dung
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1 ty d6 cho Anh va Phap. 200 triéu do dugc gii dén Anh ngay lap tdc va dugc
chuyén vao tai khoan clia Morgan (dé€ tra ng). Khoan tién khdng 16 can cb dé tai trg
cho cudc chién dudc tao ra bdi Cuc Du trir Lién bang, cé nghia la khoan tién nay
dugc thu tr ngudi My thong qua khoan thué gian ti€p con dudc goi la lam phat. Chi
trong vong 5 nam, khoan thué nay da lay hét mot nira s6 tién ma ngudi dan tich
tr{r. Thém vao hda dan con co chi phi cao hon rat nhiéu la mau cia ngudi My.

Tém lai c6 thé cho rang nhitng ddng co riéng biét clia nhiéu cd nhan nhu
Winston Churchill, J.P. Morgan, Dai ta House, and Woodrow Wilson hgp lai thanh
nguyén nhan chung kéo My vao Thé chién I. Churchill tim cach cé dudgc Igi thé
quéan su, Morgan nhdm vao khoan Igi nhudn tur chién tranh, House tim ki€m sirc
manh chinh tri va Wilson udc mad mot cg hoi thong tri mot H6i Qudc Lién sau chién
tranh.

GIOT THIEU DU AN NGHIENCUUQUOCTE.NET

Muc dich

Nghiencuuguocte.net1a mdt du &n phi chinh tri, phi Igi nhudn nhdm muc dich phét trién ngudn hoc
liéu chuyén nganh nghién citu qudc té€ bang tiéng Viét va thic day viéc hoc tap, nghién clru cac van
dé quoc té tai Viét Nam.

Ly do ra dci

Trong khi s6 ngudi hoc tap va nghién clru vé cac van dé quoc té & Viét Nam ngay cang gia tdng thi
viéc ti€p can cac tai liéu mang tinh hoc thuat cta thé gidi vé linh vuc nay con rat han ché vi hai ly
do: Thir nhat, cac tai liéu nay thudng phai tra phi mdi ti€p can dudgc, trong khi cac trudng dai hoc va
vién nghién clru cua Viét Nam hau nhu khong cd chi phi trang trai. Thir hai, cac tai liéu nay chu yéu
dugc xudt ban bang tiéng Anh, khi€n nhiéu sinh vién, nha nghién clu, va déc biét la quang dai doc
gid quan tdm dén cac van dé quoc té€ ndi chung, gap khd khan trong viéc ti€p thu, linh
hdi. Nghiencuuguocte.net ra ddi véi hi vong sé gop phan khic phuc dugc cac van dé trén.

Hoat dong chinh

Hoat dong chinh cua Nghiencuuguocte.net la bién dich sang ti€ng Viét va xuat ban trén website cla
minh cac ngudn tai liéu mang tinh hoc thuén bang ti€ng Anh vé linh vuc quan hé qudc té, bao gom
chinh tri quoc té, kinh t€ qudc t€, va luat phap quoc té.

Cac tai liéu nay chd yéu la cac bai bdo trén cac tap san quoc t€, cac chuong sach, hodc cac tai liéu
tugng ’ng, da dudc xuat ban bdi cac nha xuat ban, cac trudng dai hoc va vién nghién clru co uy tin
trén thé gidi.

Céac bai dich hoc thuat cua Dy an dugc dang tai chuyén muc Bién dich. Danh muc rdt gon clia cac
bai dich nay dugc dang trén trang Muc luc.

TU thdng 6/2014, Du &n con xuét ban chuyén muc Binh ludn dé d&ng cac bai binh ludn tiéu biéu cla
cac tac gia Viét Nam hodc dich trr cac ngudn ti€ng Anh uy tin vé cac van dé quan hé qudc t€ va
chinh sach ddi ngoai Viét Nam. Ngoai ra, Du’ &n cling ra mét chuyén muc An phdm dé chia sé cac
bai viét nghién clu vé quan hé qudc té€ bang ti€ng Viét va ti€éng Anh véi su’ cho phép cla cac tac gia
lién quan.
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Trang chu du an: http://nghiencuuquocte.net/

Thong tin thém vé Dy an: http://nghiencuuquocte.net/about/

Danh muc cac bai da xuat ban: http://nghiencuuquocte.net/muc-luc/

Theo doi Dy an trén Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DAnghiencuuquocte

Y kién déng gép va moi lién hé xin guri vé: L& Hong Hiép, nghiencuuquocte@gmail.com
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